—MANHEIM, MAYENCE;.. "* 
ax La nee. BRUSSELS; ee. Pj 3. 


* 


** 31 
* 1 
| > — WITH * 
* * a 
* 


: "x PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, * 2 1 
. | . X. NOBLE, GREAT SHIRE LANE, TEMPLE-BA, F +; > Is 
* _ "201DSy WALTER, CHARING-CROSS; bickinsch, 50 3 vp 
+ Dip ** AND WILKINSON, CORNHILL. 1791. 1 
8 3 [ones THREE #HILLINGS AND aIXPENCE.] + | 5. 8 + 


LIST | 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


HER Grace the Dutcheſs of Buccleugh 


TVT coloured ſet 

Right Hon. Lord Berwick ......-----. ditto 
Viſcountels Irwin . ditto 
Z 
ei. ditto 
OG NA IT SI RAISE ditto 
John Meyrick, Eſq. ......- ies Ado ditto 
2 — e proofs 
Thomas Ponton, Eſq. J...........----.. ditto 


— Eq. ..--.-c------ - ditto 
Rev. Weeden Butler ditto 
Mrs. Bradley eren ditto 


vr OF SUBSCRIBERS, 


iv - 5 
Joſeph Barlow, Eſq...........--..---. proofs 
I 7 . 2... b bbb ditto 
— -w ditto 
„ -..ow-o-oooooooonncooccn ditto 
Mr. eng. ditto 
G. Forte, Eſq. Sar um ditto 
7 ͤù . . ditto 
eee ditto 
D "... ditto 
Henry Barney Mayhew, Eſq. ........ ditto 
D ditto 
W. Webber, Eſq. 2 ſetsss ditto 
John Timothy Swainſon, Eſq. ...... ditto 
e ditto 
Capt. Crookſhankkks ditto 
„„ R._}.--oocooooooooroo5c ditto 
/ ditto 
D ACTEONP ditto 
D -... ditto- 
1 ditto 
Right 


Right Hon. Lord Mayor, 6 ſets..... prints 


Right Hon. Lord Heathfield ......... ditto 
Right Hon. Lord Le Deſpencer ..... ditto 
Right Hon. Lady Arabella Polworth 4:70 
Mr. Alderman Macauley }...........-.-. ditto 
r A ditto 
9, I - - OI ditto 
D ditto 
. ²˙ A0 ditio 
John Morgan, Eſq. Lincoln's Inn. . ditto 
Sir William Chambers ditto 
(. ditto 
7” eee ditto 
r ditto 
Meſſrs. Moltano and Colnaghi, 15 ſets dito 
CL TEENS > ooo ooo <oooovonen dec ditto 
Mr. Pierſon, 2 ſets .. . ditto 
Dr. Downman, Exeter ditto 
r oooeopoponne dere ditto 


JJ. rc recec ditto 


vi LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


OO _— — — 
— 


— 


Mir. Loe * DON =o prints 
Rev. Mr. Kirkby, Gotham ............ ditto 

. eden ee ditto 
— Holcombe, Eg ditto 
r ditto 
CCC ditto 
. ˙m- nG one; pope ces ditto 
ß ITERESY ditto 
T ditto 
Mr. Todd, ES ͤ ditt9 
Mr. Smith, Bryanſton-ſtreet ............ ditto 
Mr. R. Smith, Richmond ............-.-.. ditty 
Jon LASSO, EE. eee ditto 
VC ditto 
„„ ditto 
. OTaN ditto 
r ditto 


e C ditto 


LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. vii 


—— ————— RE — — 


. ooooccce prints 
IEEE · iam 'dꝓs;ͤ ditto 
. ditto 
D ˙ AA ditto 
r ̃ eoncnncnaenetts ditto 
T ty - I NIIOIIOER ditto 
Lieutenant Col. Claude Martin, Bengal ditto 
D ditto 
Saw. Beard, Efg. ...------.---- ditto 
Mr. Gray J 
WW ditto 
. es ditto 


A 


SERIES or VIEWS, 


TAKEN ON, AND NEAR 


hes | w 


Tax RIVER RHINE ; &c. &c. 


- WITH 


HINTS ox OCCURRENCES IN Tut TOUR. 


Tur Tour which is the ſubject of the following 
ſheets, was not undertaken with the ſlighteſt view to a 
publication ; but merely in purſuit of health : which I 
had in vain ſought in the various temperatures of Engliſh 
air, and by every other means that flattered me with the 
hope of relief. My diſorder was that to which Engliſh 
conſtitutions are peculiarly ſubject; and for which Phyſi- 
Cians are as much at a loſs for a name as a remedy. Hay- 
ing no reſpite from ſuffering ; and being reduced to a ſtate 
of nervous debility that was become inſupportable, and 

B | which 
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u hich for many years had defied the moſt ſkilful applica- 
tion of medicine, I determined to try a change of climate: 
and T conl:dered it as no unfavorable omen, that in the 
choice of my route, my mind was irreſiſtibly attracted to 
thoſe ſcenes which afforded ample ſubjects for the indul- 
gence of my favorite ſtudy. To ſurvey the romantic 
beautics of Switzerland, and to viſit the enchanting ſhores 
of the Rhine, had long been objects of my earneſt deſire. 
| had therefore no difficulty in determining what courſe I 
ſhould take; and my diforder ſeemed to abate in the con- 
templation of acquiſitions, which my imagination had 


already depoſited in my port-folio. 


My firſt care was to procure a travelling chaiſe, which 
was abſolutely neceſſary to make a journey through France, 
tolerable in my ſituation. My baggage, conliſting of very 
little more than the furniture of Sterne's portmanteau, was 


ſoon collected; and on the 16th of May, 1787, I ſet out 


for Brighthelmſtone, accompanied by my nephew. Em- 
barking in the packet, we were ſafely landed, after a 
paſſage of twenty-eight hours, at Dieppe. We proceeded 
immediately to Paris ; encountering on the road the uſual 
inconveniencies of dirty accommodations, impoſing inn- 
keepers, and ſaucy poſtillions. It was not in my plan to 
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remain long at a place; and being unequal to the fatigue 
of viſiting, even the cabinets, in that city, which contain 
valuable works of the moſt eminent painters, and to which 
I ſhould otherwiſe have devoutly paid the tribute of admi- 
ration ; we quitted Paris at the end of three days. Our 
journey to Geneva by way of Dijon put my patience to 
ſevere trials, and I almoſt repented having thrown myſelf 
in the way of inconveniencies unknown to thoſe whoſe tra- 
vels are confined to the roads of England: for the bruta- 
lity of poſt-boys, and the extortions of inn-keepers on 
this road, exceeded thoſe we had experienced on the road 
from Dieppe to Paris. 


Turks inconveniencies I am perſuaded are greatly 
owing to extravagant ideas of the wealth and prodigality 
of the Engliſh ; which are conceived, with ſome appear- 
ance of reaſon, from the profuſe liberality, and expenſive 
manner of living, by which Engliſh travellers diſtinguiſh 
themſclves on the continent from thoſe of other nations. 
| Better health and ſpirits might poſſibly have diſpoſed me to 
ſubmit with more complacency to evils which the vanity 
or folly of my countrymen had produced ; but not being 
in a condition to endure croſſes or inconveniencies, the 
fatigue I ſuffered in this journey increaſed my diſorder, 

B 2 and 
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and obliged me on my arrival at Geneva to have recourſe to 
a Phyſician, and to ſubmit tothe mortification of confine- 
ment. I very much regret that the time of my continu- 
ance in that celcbrated city was unavoidably devoted to 
my recovery; as it deprived me of the gratification of 
excrciſing my pencil on the natural beauties which com- 
bine to render its ſituation delightful. The ſubject pleaſed 
and muſt have greatly intereſted me : for the revolutions it 
has undergone ; the conflicts it for centuries endured ; 
and the ſucceſs of its ſtruggles for liberty, had excited my 
vencration ; and produced that peculiar enthuſiafm which 
is congenial to the boſoms of Engliſhmen, when recol- 
lecting events, in which the rights of nature have been 
invaded, or the champions of liberty have prevailed. 


My next route being impractible with a carriage, I 
diſpoſed of my chaiſe at Geneva; and had the ſatisfaction 
of repairing the depredations which the French inn-keepers 
and poſtillions had made on my purſe, by ſelling it for 
nine guineas more than it coſt me. I did not forget on 
that occaſion to give due credit to the civility and honeſty 
of my coach-maker ; and I regretted that my negociations 
on that fide the water had been with perſons whoſe prin- 

ciples 
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ciples of dealing were very different from thoſe of Mr. 


HATCHET. 


My impatience to proceed, having given me a better 
opinion of my condition than it deſerved ; we took leave 
of Geneva, and directed our march towards Lauſanne : 
but Mont Blanc attracted my eye at a great diſtance, and 
though not lying immediately in my route, was too inte- 
reſting an object for an artiſt or philoſopher to be ſatisfied 
with a diſtant view of it. Inſtead therefore of purſuing 
the road to Lauſanne, we took that whichled to Chamony, 
a pretty village ſituated near the extremity of a tract of ice, 
that projects from the foot of Mont Blanc. This moun- 
tain, which appears to be an entire maſs of ice, is by far 
the higheſt in Europe ; its elevation according to the ba- 
rometrical meaſurement of Monſieur de Luc, being 2391 
French toiſes, or 15303 feet perpendicular above the ſur- 
face of the ſea. It riſes majeſtically amidſt huge pyramids, 
and valleys of ice, which ſeem formed by nature to pre- 
clude all acceſs to it; and I was aſſured at Chamony, 
from whence travellers frequently make excurſions towards 
this tremendous mountain, that no perſon had ever taken 
a nearer view of it than from the ſummits of the leſſer 
mountains ſurrounding it. But I have lately learnt, that 

Mon. 
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Monſ. SausSURE has found means to ſurmount theſe 
difhculties, and is now occupied in exploring its deſolate 
and inhoſpitable regions. I ardently hope, that in addition 
to the glory of accompliſhing what other adventurers have 
found nnpracticable, he will eſcape the perils of the expe- 
dition ; and have the honor of enriching natural hiſtory 
with the communication of his diſcoveries and obſer- 


vations. 


Ix the neighbourhood of this place I was reminded of a 
circumſtance which occurred to me in the Peak of Derby- 
ſhire. In travelling through a wild but cultivated part of 
that country at the latter end of October, I obſerved an 
extenſive piece of green oats, which the owner was ſur- 
veying with much ſeeming ſatisfaction. My curioſity led 
me to enquire the cauſe of their extreme backwardneſfs : 
he ſaid © They waited for the froſt ta ripen them.” Ima- 
gining the farmer meant to be jocular, I thanked him for 
his information; and wiſhing him a good harveſt, left 
him without ſceking to be further edified. But I am now 
inclined to think there might be more truth than jocula- 
rity in the farmer's reply: for I here ſaw fields of corn 
which promiſed abundant crops, interſected, and ſome 
indeed almoſt ſurrounded by tracts of ice, which remain 

the 
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the whole ſummer, and from many parts of them entircly 


exclude the rays of the ſun; yet the corn in thole places 
was not leſs luxuriant than that, which growing more 
diſtant from the ſhade, and chilling reflection of the ice, 
received the full benefit of the ſun ; and I was very conh- 
dently aſſured, that it ripened as carly, and produced as 
plentifully in thoſe parts as in any other. The ſhade ol 
woods, hills, or even of ſingle trees, are univerſally known 
to give an abortive appearance to all vegetable productions; 
it may therefore be imagined, without much extravagance, 
that ice poſſeſſes properties friendly to vegetation, which 
are not commonly imputed to it. And if it be allowable 
to preſume from theſe premiſes, that the influence of ice 
conduces to the maturation of wheat in Switzerland, there 
can be no reaſon to doubt the efficacy of froſt in ripening 
oats in the Peak of Derbyſhire. 


LxAvIxd Chamony, we proceeded by ſhort ſtages 
through a great part of Switzerland, taking ſketches of the 
moſt romantic and pictureſque views in our way; but as 
theſe ſketches will probably furniſh ſubjects for a future 
publication, I ſhall ſay no more of them; but haſten to the 
banks of the Rhine, where the views contained in the pre- 
ſent Collection were taken. 

THE 


: 
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THe firſt place we arrived at on the Rhine was Baſil; 
which we entered on the firſt of July : my health was then 
very indifferent, and I began to deſpair of finding any 
benefit from my tour. The morning after our arrival, we 
enquired for a table d'hote. We were informed there was 
a very excellent one ; and that dinner was always on table 
at twelve o'clock. We employed ourſelves, the interme- 
diate time, in ſtrolling about the town, and ſelecting 
objects on which I might amuſe myſelf during our ſtay at 
Baſil. Having taken ſufficient exerciſe to prepare our 
appetites for dinner, and the hour of twelve being very 
near, we returned to the inn: but to our great mortifica- 
tion, we were told that the company at the table d hote had 
dined. On enquiring the cauſe of our diſappointment, 
the waiter apologized for having omitted to inform us, that 
the clocks of Baſil were always an hour before time. We 
conſoled ourſclves with ordering a ſeparate dinner, and 
determined to profit the next day by our better information. 


Various cauſes are aſſigned for the adherence of the people 


of Baſil to this ſingular practice. Out of theſe I ſhall 
ſclect that which is moſt credible, and give it as ſtated by 


Mr. Coxk, in his ſenſible and judicious ſketches of 
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„Ir is well known,” ſays he, © that the choirs of 

i cathedrals and churches are conſtructed towards the eaſt ; 
that of Baſil declines ſomewhat from this direction, and 
«« the ſun-dial which is placed on the outſide of the choir, 
* and by which the town clocks are regulated, partakes of 
* this declination ; a circumſtance which, according to 
*« the celebrated BERMOULT, occaſions a variation from 
* the true time of above five and forty minutes. But 
« whatever may have been the original of this whimſical 
* cuſtom, the inhabitants of Baſil are fo ſtrongly attached 
« to it, that as often as it has been propoſed in the 
*« ſovereign council to have their clocks properly regulated, 
*« the motion has conſtantly been rejected: in reality, the 
people would think their liberties invaded, if their clocks 
«« were to go like thoſe of the reſt of the world. A few 
years ſince it was ſecretly agreed upon by ſome of the 
« leading men of the town, to have the ſun-dial moved 
* half a minute a day, until the ſhadow ſhould impercep- 
«« tibly point to the true hour. This expedient was 
«« accordingly put in practice, and the town clock had 
« already loſt near three-quarters of an hour, when an 
« accident diſcovered the plot ; and the magiſtrates were 
* compelled to place the ſun-dial in the ſame poſition it 
« ſtood 


— — — 
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« {ood before, and to have the town clock regulated by it 


« 5 uſual.” 


My nephew took care on the following day to ſet my 
watch by the Baſil clocks ; and I obſerved, during the reſt 
of our tour, that he regulated his own by whatever clock 
the hour of dinner was to be announced. We were punc- 
tual at the table d'hote, and whilſt we partook of a good 
dinner, were entertained by a very tolerable band of 


muſic. A collection of two-pence each was made from a 


company conſiſting of eighteen perſons for the performers: 
they were very thankful, and went away well ſatisfied. 


Tur town of Baſil, which is the capital of a Canton, 
5 is divided by the Rhine; one part of it lying on the ſide of 
, Switzerland, and the other on that of Germany. 


| I MADE a ſketch of the town, including the bridge, by 
[| which the two parts are united. The cathedral is a large 


f Gothic building, in good preſervation, but has little elſe to 
1 , recommend it ; ; being much more worthy of notice for con- 

| * taining the aſhes of Ex Asus, than for the grandeur or 
1 beauty of its decorations. The will of that great man, 


written with his own hand, is preſerved in the library of 
| the 
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the univerſity, and is reckoned among its moſt valuable 
curioſities. This library had formerly the reputation of 
being the belt in Switzerland : but the greater part of the 
books and manuſcripts, which are very numerous, being 
on ſubjects that have had their day, the value of them is 
greatly reduced. The room is ſpacious and handſome, 
and its furniture judiciouſly arranged. Among other 
objects of curioſity, it contains a valuable collection of 
medals, many fine prints, and ſome invaluable paint- 
ings: of the latter, the productions of HoLAEINS' pencil 
form a conſiderable part. This ſingular artiſt was born 
here, and being contemporary with ExasMus, who 
chiefly reſided at Baſil, was honoured with his patronage 
and friendſhip. This town has likewiſe to boaſt, that it 
was the place at which the art of making paper was firſt 
diſcovered. Its chief articles are, wine, ſilk, ribbons, and 
gloves; in which it carries on a flouriſhing and extenſive 
trade. The Baſilians think their form of government the 
moſt perfect in the world: and if the ſatisfaction and hap- 
pineſs of the people; the equal diſtribution of juftice ; and 
the preſervation of decency and good order in the commu- 
nity, are proofs of its excellence, they have great reaſon to 
be fond of their conſtitution. The privileges it confers on 
the lower orders of the people, muſt for ever ſecure their 


allegiance 
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allegiance and attachment to it ; for the meaneſt citizen is 
eligible, and has an equal chance with the greateſt and moſt 
opulent to obtain a ſeat in the ſovereign councils of the 
republic. Indeed their method of chuſing the members of 
their legiſlature, 1s not in ſpeculation very favorable to the 
formation of a good government ; for the members of it 
are not choſen for their virtues, their talents, their influ- 
ence, or their birth: the appointment of them is left 
wholly to the caprice of fortune ; who fills offices, and 
makes counſcllors of ſtate in the republic of Baſil, in the 
ſame manner, and with as little reſpect to perſons, as ſhe 
diſtributes prizes in an Engliſh lottery. This fanciful 
method of conducting elections and beſtowing offices, 
may ſometimes have a ludicrous or inconvenient effect; 
but as ſuch accidental events neither leſſen the dignity of 
their legiſlature, impede the operation, or weaken the 
efficacy of the laws; the prevention of them is not worth 
the trouble of a thought. It might not perhaps be with- 
out its benefits, if the ſame practice was introduced into 
ſome countries where matters of this ſort ſtand in great 
need of regulation : for it is beyond diſpute, a moſt effec- 
tual remedy againſt that corruption, which defeats the 
nobleſt efforts of patriotiſm, and reduces the beſt modelled 
conſtitutions to a level with the worſt. 


Having 
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Ha vixd accompliſhed every purpoſe of our viſit to 
Baſil, we engaged the landlord of the Three Kings, who 
by the way was very civil, obliging, and reaſonable in his 
charges to aſſiſt us in procuring a conveyance down the 
river to Straſburg. He ſoon brought a waterman, but 
not without appriſing us, that he would probably aſk 
double the price he would take ; and that his proper fare 
was about twenty ſhillings : for which I at length agreed 
with him, all expences being included in that ſum. The 
diſtance from Baſil to Straſburg is ſeventy-two Engliſh 
miles. I omitted imprudently to examine the boat, on 
which the waterman beſtowed great commendations ; 
aſſuring us it was very commodious, and we could not fail 
of having a comfortable paſſage. At ſix in the morning of 
the third of July, we ſent our baggage and proviſions on 
board, and ſoon following, made our firſt embarkation on 
the Rhine. My hopes of a pleaſant or convenient paſſage 
vaniſhed at the ſight of the boat; and on entering it I 
was convinced, that the danger would be at leaſt equal to 
the inconvenience. It was built in the manner of a canoe, 
flat bottomed, narrow, long, and ſo ſhallow, as not to 
admit of a ſeat. It vibrated ſo violently, that I with 
difficulty kept on my legs, expecting every moment 
to be tumbled overboard. Being very ſeriouſly alarmed, I 

eagerly 
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cagerly deſired to be ſet immediately on ſhore, determining 
to proceed by ſome better conveyance : but the waterman 
being as much alarmed as myſelf, though from a different 
cauſe, puſhed off without any regard to my threats or 
intreaties. Finding it impoſſible to regain the ſhore, 
without a ſtruggle with the boatman, which would infal- 
libly have overſet us; we made a virtue of neceſſity, and 
ſeated ourſelves peaceably in the bottom of the boat. The 
current in this part of the river was ſo rapid, that with the 
aſſiſtance only of a paddle, which the boatman uſcd as a 


rudder, we made from eight to nine miles an hour. 


Wr had not proceeded many leagues before I was ſeized 
by a violent cramp, occaſioned by the inconvenience of the 
poſture to which my ſituation confined me ; for not being 
yet freed from my apprehenſions, I ſat motionleſs, leſt by 
inclining too much towards either ſide, I ſhould deſtroy 
that exact balance of the boat, on which, in my imagi- 
nation, our ſafety entirely depended. To add to our 
diſcomfort, we were overtaken by a violent ſtorm of rain, 
accompanied by thunder and lightening. The boatman 
covered us with a ſort of tilt, but it was ſo miſerably thin, 
that in a few minutes the water came over us as through a 
ſieve. We now made the ſhore, in hopes of being ſhelt- 
ered 


HINTS OF QCCURRENCES. 15 


ered by a grove of trees in view: but finding our ſituation 
after a ſhort time rather worſe than better, and having no 
means of purſuing our journey by land, we returned to the 
boat, in order to make the beſt of our way, as in either 
caſe we were equally incommoded by the ſtorm. In about 
half an hour it ceaſed raining, and the fun at that time 
burſting out with great power, we were ſoon relieved from 
the inconvenience of wet cloaths : but thinking a little 
inward comfort would put us in till better plight, we 
drew out our proviſions. An evil genius certainly attended 


us in the adventures of this day ; on examining the repo- 


ſitory of our ſtores, we found the bread diſſolved to pulp; 
a flaſk of excellent hock, our intended libation to the god 
of the Rhine, had diſappeared ; and to complete our diſ- 
appointment, we had omitted to bring with us cither 
knife, fork, or plate : having therefore no alternative but 
to do what was practiſed before knives, forks, and plates 
were invented, or to wait for our dinner till we reached 
Straſhurg, we made as good uſe of our fingers as the 
nature of the repaſt would admit. In a very ſhort time 
we were overtaken by another ſtorm, which wetted us to 
the ſkin, and made the reſt of our voyage inexpreſſibly 
uncomfortable. The country on both ſides was flat and 
unintereſting ; and nothing occurred in the whole voyage 


to 
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to afford us a moment's amuſement. We were frequently ; J 
ſtopped by the collectors of a toll, which produces a con- 4 
ſiderable revenue to the emperor. 

Ar ſix in the afternoon we landed at a public houſe on © 


the margin of the river, about a mile from Straſburg ; 
and I have ſeldom experienced greater pleaſure than in 
ſetting my foot on ſhore. Our hoſteſs having learnt that 
we purpoſed ſleeping at the Saint Eſprit, at Straſburg, 
informed us the landlord had died that morning, and 
the houſe would conſequently be ſhut up; ſhe added 
many other arguments to induce us to paſs the night at 
her houſe ; but truth obliges me to confeſs, however diſ- 
honorable to my gallantry, that I reliſted her ſolicitations, 
though ſhe was young, ſprightly, and handſome. On 
ſettling with the boatman, he preſſed me for a ſmall dou- 
ceur to enable him to drink my health. I gave him half 
a crown in addition to his fare, which I was previouſly 
aſſured would be a liberal donation : but having higher 
expectations, he expreſſed his diſſatisfaction in violent 
abuſe, which would have piqued the emulation of a 
Thames waterman, or the driver of a hackney coach. 
The vocabulary of this ſpecies of brutes is, I believe, 
tranflated into all lauguages. Affecting to imagine I 


might 
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might have been leſs liberal than I intended, and deſiring 
to examine what I had given; he returned the money 
without the leaſt ſuſpicion of my deſign. I then gave him 
the preciſe ſum I agreed to pay ; and reſerving the half 
crown for a better occaſion, left him to the juſt deriſion of 
the rabble his clamour had collected. Our fair hoſteſs find- 
ing us determined to proceed, very civilly aſſiſted us in 
procuring every thing neceſſary to convey us to Straſburg. 


We arrived at the Saint Eſprit juſt before ſupper, and 
took our ſeats at the table d hote; meaning to make full 
ſatisfact ion to our appetites for their diſappointment on the 
voyage : but it ſoon appeared we had reckoned without our 
hoſt ; for the reſt of the company in ſeating themſelves 
ſhoved and joſtled us from one place to another, till every 
diſh on the table was beyond our reach. Our applications 
to the waiters were anſwered with inſult, or treated with 
contempt ; and nothing was brought us that we called for. 
When the reſt of the company were ſatisfied, we were 
permitted to make a ſcanty meal on the fragments. My 
nephew during this ſcene gave me frequent glances, which 
reproached me for leaving the more hoſpitable roof of our 
fair hoſteſs at the water-ſide ; and I was much diſpoſed to 


reproach myſelf. I did not learn the cauſe of our being 
"S treated 
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treated with ſuch rudeneſs and inſolence at the table d hote 
till the next morning; when a gentleman of Mentz, who 
was himſelf but juſt arrived, perceiving we were ſtrangers, 
entered politely into converſation with us. On relating to 
him our adventure, he told us it was the cuſtom of that 
houſe, the Saint Eſprit, to ſupply a valet de place to every 
gentleman who came there, if only for a day ; and that he 
imagined our omitting to conform to the cuſtom, of which 
we were totally ignorant, had drawn upon us the reſent- 
ment of the waiters, and the contempt of the gueſts. I 
could not avoid concluding on this explanation of the mat- 
ter, that the Saint Eſprit, at Straſburg, was a very impro- 
per place of reſort for a ſtranger of any nation. I gave 
my ſelf juſt time to view the cathedral ; and I took leave 
of the Saint Eſprit, and the city of Straſburg, with the 
ſame kind of good-will J ſhould have felt at my eſcape 
trom a horde of ſavages. 


Tur cathedral is the largeſt, and, I think, the fineſt 
building of the kind I ever ſaw; it is of great antiquity, 
and poſſeſſes the peculiar honor of having none but peers 
of France or counts of the empire for its canons. The 
gates, correſponding with the ſtile of the building, are of 
braſs : the ornaments with which the inſide of this ſtupen- 

dous 
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dous pile is decorated, are ſo rich and abundant, that they 
aſtoniſh even thoſe who are accuſtomed to the churches of 
France. There is, notwithſtanding, a degree of neatneſs, 
elegance, and ſimplicity, in the tout enſemble of this 
church, which is very difficult to be preſerved, and is ſel- 
dom found in places ſo highly ornamented. It contains, 
among other things of great value, a bell that weighs nearly 
three tons; in the compoſition of which two tons and up- 
wards of pure ſilver were employed. The ſtructure of the 
ſteeple, which is the higheſt in chriſtendom, is admirable; 
the form is pyramidal ; its ſides have in many parts the 
appearance of being curiouſly perforated, and theſe perſo- 
rations, if I may ſo call them, which are of great uſe in 
admitting light and air to the inſide, contribute greatly to 
its outward beauty and elegance. In this ſteeple is fixed 
the celebrated clock, which beſides the hours of the day, 
deſcribes very correctly the motions of the planets : it is 
generally allowed to be a curious and wonderful piece of 
mechaniſm ; but its motion being by ſome aceident ſuſ- 
pended, I had no opportunity of viewing its boaſted perfec- 
tions. Straſburg is a place of conſiderable ſtrength, and is 
named as the moſt ancient city in Germany *, but has 


* It is ſaid o have been built 2000 years before the birth of 
Chriſt, 
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nothing venerable in its appearance: the ſtreets are ex- 
tremely narrow, and the buildings very mean. The 
country round is an entire flat; deſtitute of thoſe objects 
which commonly embelliſh the environs of great cities, 


and diſplay the various taſtes of the inhabitants. 


Lea vixG Straſburg, where we had the good fortune to 
procure a returned chaiſe for Manheim, at the moderate 
price of one guinca and a half ; we reſted the firſt night at 
Lautenburg ; and proceeded the next day to Landau. 
We made this little circuit, hoping to find the country 
more diverſified and amuſing than the ſhores of the Rhine, 
which from Straſburg to Spire are as flat and tireſome to 
the eye as thoſe from Baſil to Straſburg : but we gained 
nothing by the exchange; the ſame unwearied aſpect pre- 
ſented itſelf the whole way. Landau is a place of conſi- 
derable ſtrength ; it borders on the palatinate of the Rhine, 
and the poſſeſſion of it has been conſidered by both par- 
ties, in the wars between France and the empire, as an 
object of great importance. The French were maſters of 
it in the year 1688, when they deſolated the palati nate, 
plundered and deſtroyed its ancient and venerable cities ; 
and either maſſacred the wretched inhabitants, or drove 
them out of the country : and they made it the repoſitory 


of 
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of the immenſe plunder they had collected; but as if Pro- 
vidence diſapproved the deed, the whole was conſumed in 
the next year by an accidental fire. The horrid ſequel of 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz was not more ſhocking 
to humanity than the cruelties practiſed by th: French 
during that war, in almoſt every part of the palatinate ; 
and there are few of its cities, towns, or even villages, 
that do not retain ſuch marks of their fury, as will be laſt- 
ing memorials of the execrable ambition, and inhuman 
policy of Lewis the Fourteenth. | 


Our next ſtage from Landau was Spire; which again 
brought us to the banks of the Rhine. The fortifications 
of this city contribute very little to its ſecurity ; it poſſeſſes 
indeed no advantages at preſent to make it of much conſi- 
deration among the cities of the empire. This is a con- 
ſequence of its total deſtruction by the French in 1689, 
for till then it was the ſeat of the imperial chamber, or 
ſovereign court of judicature, to which appeals were car- 
ried from the various courts of the princes of the empire; 
and to which the princes themſelves were amenable. This 
occaſioned fo great a reſort of ſtrangers, that the city of 
Spire was reſpectable and important. From Spire we 
proceeded to Manheim, which ſhared in the common fate 

of 
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of the cities of the palatinate: being entirely deſtroyed by 
the French in the invaſion of 1688. Very little can be 
ſaid at preſent of the grandeur or magnificence of Man- 
heim ; but it excels any other place we had ſeen, except 
Paris, in beauty and elegance. The ſtreets are well 
built, and though not perfectly regular, appear to great 
advantage, from their being ſo diſpoſed, as to interſect 
each other at right angles. The fortifications are very 
handſome, and I apprehend, of ſufficient ſtrengh to be an 
effectual defence in caſe of attack. But they ſeem to me 
to require more troops to man them, than could conveni- 
ently be detached for that purpoſe from the army of the 
palatinate, at the higheſt ſtate of its war eſtabliſhment. 
The electoral palace, which now makes a fine appearance, 
if finiſhed according to the original deſign, would have no 
rival in that of any prince in chriſtendom. But the extent 
of the plan, and the expence neceſſary to the execution of 
it, having been too little attended to before the building was 
ſo far advanced as to admit of noalteration, it has remained 
for many years in an unfiniſhed ſtate ; and, for the ſame 
reaſon, there is very little probability it will ever be com- 
pleted. The removal of the court from hence to Munich 
on the acceſſion of the prince palatine to the dukedom of 
Bavaria, ſpread a gloom over the ſplendor of Manheim, 
which 
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which nothing but the elector's return can enliven. The 
number of the votaries and dependents of the court, who 
of courſe followed the prince, was ſo conſiderable, that 
the loſs of them would have been ſeverely felt in a much 
more populous and extenſive city. I was informed on 
good authority, that they amounted to ſome thouſands ; 
conſiſting of the principal inhabitants, which, added to 
the almoſt total deſertion of the nobility of the palatinate, 
as well as other ſtrangers of diſtinction, who made occaſi- 
onal viſits to the court, hath cauſed a ſtillneſs in the ſtreets 
of Manheim, more ſuited to the idea of a large village 
than the capital of a province. "The inhabitants however 
retain the ſame diſpoſition to gaiety and diſſipation, and 
are as relaxed in their morals as when they breathed the 
infectious air of the court. The public buildings moſt 
worthy of notice are, the Jeſuits church, which is a fine 
edifice, and from every approach to the town forms a ſtrik- 
ing object; the town-houſe, the church adjoining it, and 
the market-place, which form an area that would be ad- 
mired in any city of Europe. The town-houle is very 
properly adorned with a well executed figure of Juſtice; a 


ſtatue repreſenting Religion, intended as a companion to 
it, being fixed on the front of the church. Nor can a 
futer reſidence be found for Religion herſelf than the 

church 
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church of Manheim; which exhibits a ſtriking proof that 
unity of ſpirit may be compatible with difference of opi- 
nion. For in this church the Romaniſts, Lutherans, and 
Calviniſts, ſucceſſively aſſemble ; no part of the Sunday 
being appropriated to the uſe of either, but each in turns 
giving and taking precedency in point of time. The reſult 
of this ſingular regulation, which is not leſs honorable to 
the liberality and wiſdom of the government, than to the 
candor and moderation of the religious communities of 
Manheim, is the ſatisfaQtion of all parties, and the moſt 
perfect harmony and concord among the different ſects 
which compoſe the inhabitants of the city. 


I was fo pleaſed with every thing I ſaw at Manheim, 
that I determined not to leave it without making as perfect 
and comprehenſive a drawing of it from the moſt pictu- 
reſque point of view, as the time of my ſtay and the ſtate 
of the weather would admit. That I might not be inter- 
rupted in my operations, I acquainted General FaLLIER, 
who commands the garriſon, with my deſign ; and requeſt- 
ed his permiſſion to carry it into execution. He received 
me with great politeneſs, and apologized for being obliged 
to lay me under any reſtrictions with reſpect to the fortifica- 
tions, of which he could not allow me to make any draw- 

ing: 
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ing: to the reſt he readily conſented. A guard-houſe on 
the oppoſite ſide of the river was the point of view which 
I thought moſt favorable to my purpoſe, as it took in three 
principal objects, viz. the Jeſuits church, a ſmall part of 
the electoral palace, and the obſervatory. From this 
place therefore I made the drawing which furniſhes the 
ſubject of the firſt print. I cannot take leave of Manheim 
without obſerving, that it was the firſt place at which I 
could bring myſelf to think any entertainment could equal 
that of the inns and taverns of England : my accommoda- 
tion at the cour palatine in that city, was in no reſpect 
inferior, excepting in the amount of their charges, to the 
firſt hotels of London. 


Ha vixG no particular inducement to prolong our ſtay 
at Manheim, we purſued our route to Mentz, through a 
country as flat and deſtitute of entertaining objects as any 
we had paſſed. But the ſcene very greatly improved as we 
approached Mentz : the grandeur of the Rhine, which is 
here conſiderably wider than we had hitherto obſerved it ; 
the boldneſs of diſtant hills which became diſcernible ; and 
the beauty of the leſſer eminences, cloathed with vineyards, 
that lay in our way, formed a rich, variegated, and de- 
lightful proſpect. The conflux of the Rhine and Maine, 

which 
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which takes place about four miles on this ſide Mentz, is 
attended with a circumſtance very curious and peculiar ; 
the waters of theſe rivers, though rolling in one channel, 
do not mingle, but are diſtinguiſhable for many leagues. 
The ſituation of Mentz is wonderfully beautiful, but we 
found little to admire in the town ; the buildings being in 
general mean, and the ſtreets narrow and dirty: the fronts 
of the houſcs are coloured with a black paint or waſh, that 
renders them gloomy and diſagreeable. A few ſtreets 
lately built muſt be excepted in this account. "The 
churches, which are extremely handſome, ſome of them 
in a modern ſtile, are the only public edifices worth 
notice. The electoral palace, though the reſidence of an 
eccleſiaſtic who is inferior only to the Pope, and as a prince 
of the empire ſecond only to the Emperor, is very low, 
and in no reſpect ſuited to the rank or revenue of its 
owner. The gardens are extenſive and well laid out; but 
their chief beauty is a ſituation which I believe has no 
equal in the fictions of poetic fancy. Before we quitted 
Mentz we croſſed the river by a bridge compoſed of forty- 
eight boats, being informed that the view of the town 
from the oppoſite ſhore was more beautiful than any 
other. As ſoon as we had paſſed the bridge, a perſon 
accoſted us in the German language, which neither of us 
underſtood, 
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underſtood, and finding him equally ignorant of French, 
we were proceeding without any further attempt towards 
an explanation: but our new acquaintance, who was 
not perhaps unaccuſtomed to converſations of this ſort, 
not chooſing to part with us ſo ſuddenly, took poſſeſſion of 
my hat, by rudely ſnatching it off my head. My compa- 
nion took fire at the indignity, and was with great difficulty 
reſtrained from indulging the natural impulſc of an Engliſh- 
man, by attempting at lealt to lay the preſumptuous Ger- 
man at his feet. Concluding my hat had been ſeized to 
ſatisfy ſome claim, I drew out ſeveral pieces of money, 
which I tendered by way of ranſom. The collector, for 
ſuch he proved to be, examined them; but finding they 
were not of the currency of the place, refuſed to ſurrender 
his pledge : and I ſhould certainly have returned to Mentz 
bare-headed, if a ſoldier, who talked a little French, had 
not accidently approached us, and produced an eclairciſſe- 
ment to the ſatisfaction of all parties. 


BEING now at liberty to purſue our purpoſe, we amuſed 
ourſelves a conſiderable time with ſurveying the town, 
which from this point of view appears extremely grand 
and venerable ; and with admiring the wonderful beauty of 
its environs. Our expectations were ſo fully anſwered in 
this 
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this ſhort excurſion, that we returned with ſentiments of 
reſpe for the ancient city of Mentz, which an interior 


view of it alone would never have inſpired. 


From Mentz we proceeded by water to Bingen, being 
very conveniently accommodated in a large houſe-boat. 
In this ſhort voyage of twenty-one miles only we counted 


upwards of forty towns, the greatelt part of them having 


caſtles in, or adjacent to them. But the country near the 
river being ſtill flat, the views had nothing in them very 
pictureſque till we had paſſed Walluff, and approached 
Bingen, a ſmall town delightfully ſituated on the Nahe, 
very near the point where that river commits itſelf into the 
Rhine. We arrived about noon, and whilſt dinner was 
preparing, aſcended a mountain cloſe to Bingen, on the 
ſummit of which we had obſerved a conſiderable ruin; 
we found it to be the remains of an ancient caſtle, which 
had nothing but its antiquity to recommend it. We were 
amply gratihed with the view of a landſcape in which 
every thing beautiful and ſublime in nature are united. The 
channel of the Rhine is here extended to near a mile in 
breadth, and flowing with leſs rapidity than we had yet 
ſcen it, appeared more like an arm of the ſea than a river. 
The oppoſite ſhore preſented to us the numberleſs towns, 


villages, 
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villages, caitles, vineyards, and romantic rocks that cover 
the face of the Rhinegau ; encompaſſed by mountains riſing 
gradually to a prodigious height, from the margin of the 
river at Rudeſheim, and forming a ſemicircle not exceed- 
ing ſeven miles in diameter, which terminates at Walluff, 
a village about ſixteen miles higher up the Rhine. Theſe 
mountains not only ſhelter the Rhinegau from the north 
and eaſt winds, giving greater fertility to its vineyards, 
and rendering their produce more excellent than what any 
ſpot in either circle of the Rhine can boaſt; but form like- 
wiſe a back ground, the boldeſt and molt majeſtic that can 
be imagined, to this beautiful and wonderful ſcene. To 
theſe objects were added, immenſe rocks that overhang 
the river, and form the celebrated ſtreight of the Bingen- 
lock, by which the extenſive channel of the Rhine is ſo 
contracted, as barely to admit a practicable paſſage; the 
waterfall, by which the Nahe unites with the Rhine ; and 
the iſland on which ſtands a tower, rendered famous by the 
fabulous hiſtory of an archbiſhop of Mentz, who is ſaid 
to have been purſued to this place and devoured by rats ; 
to which the people here give devout credit, and confidently 
relate it as a judgment upon him for his extreme covetoul- 
nels and want of feeling for the poor. Having feaſted our 
eyes as long as the time would permit without ſpoiling our 

appetites, 
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appetites, we returned, with a determination to renew our 
obſervations as ſoon as we had dined. Not having the 
good fortune to meet any perſon with whom we could 
converſe, otherwiſe than by ſigns, our ſituation was not 
very comfortable. After dinner we again ſallied forth, 
and were well entertained with viewing the town of Bin- 
gen, which is very ancient ; and though at preſent nothing 
more than a handſome village, was once an imperial city. 
[ had no expectation of finding any employment for my 
pencil in this walk ; but the romantic grandeur of the 
abbey, which is a mixture of Saxon and Gothic architecture, 
and the pictureſque beauty of a ſtone bridge, which croſſes 
the Nahe in front of it, and is ſaid to have been built by 
Druſus, ſo captivated my fancy, that I immediately ſet 
about the drawing from which thoſe objects are delineated 
in the ſecond plate. 


W again viſited this venerable ruin the next morning, 
and found another front of it ſo highly pictureſque, that I 
could not forbear ſketching it. This view is the ſubject of 
the third plate. 


I was not indifferent, as an artiſt, to the beauties of the 
Rhinegau, but though in nature they ſurpaſſed all deſcrip- 
tion 
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tion or imagination, they did not admit of a juſt or pleaſing 
repreſentation. For unleſs the objects, which are ſo 
numerous as to give the whole diſtri the appearance of a 
continued village, were comprehended in a much greater 
number of drawings than I had leiſure to complete, and 
taken at a nearer point of view than Bingen; the compoſi- 
tion muſt be too confuſed and minute to convey any reſem- 
blance or idea of this wonderful and enchanting landſcape. 
I therefore took a ſketch only of Rudeſheim, which lies 
oppoſite to Bingen ; and a diſtant view of Johannis-Berg, 
fituated on the ſummit of a mountain, about the middle of 
the Rhinegau. 


Havixs ſpent two days very agreeably at Bingen, we 
proceeded towards Baccharah or Bacchi-ara, a ſmall city 
on the Rhine ; which obtained its name from the peculiar 
excellence of the wine produced in its neighbourhood. On 
our way thither we put in at the village of Heiſbeck, where 
I made two drawings of a very ancient and romantic gate- 
way. We landed likewiſe at the caſtle of Hoygeſteim ; 
which, with another caſtle adjacent to it, I ſketched in one 
view; and ſhould have introduced them in this collection, 
if a third, ſimilar in point of ſtile, but much preferable to 
it in pictureſque beauty, which will appear in a future 

number, 
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number, had not occurred in my way. The ſame reaſon 
will exclude many beautiful and intereſting views from the 
preſent publication, that I may purſue my intention of 


enriching it with as great a variety of ſubjects as poſſible. 


From the windows of my apartment at Baccharah, I 
was delighted with a diſtant but diſtinct view of the city of 
Kaub; the tower of which formed a fine object. The 
intermediate proſpect was richly adorned with woods, 
paſtures, vine grounds, and well-cultivated hills. The 
fine ruins of two magnificent caſtles contributed likewiſe to 
the beauty of the proſpect, which was bounded by diſtant 
and very lofty mountains. Of this view, and of the city of 
Baccharah, I made drawings: but few objects have ever 
attracted my attention more ſtrongly than the beautiful 
remains of a church built in a ſtile of Gothic architecture, 
ſimilar to that of Henry the ſeventh's chapel in Weſtmin- 
ſter Abbey; which I drew with great care and preciſion, 
and which is introduced as the ſubject of the fourth plate. 


WHATEVER ſentiment the repreſentation of this elegant 
ruin may inſpire; it is, I think, impoſſible for the moſt 
indifferent obſerver to ſurvey the original, without lament- 
ing its deſtruction; execrating the ambition of kings; 

and 


48 3 


HINTS OF OCCURRENCES. 33 


— —— ́¶— i—ͥ—ᷓ—ä— — — — 


and deprecating the wanton barbarity of military executi- 


Oners. 


Ix the excurſion we made, during our ſtay at Baccharah, 
we took a complete ſurvey of the many ſtriking objects 
and romantic ſcenes which are found in the admired envi- 
rons of that city. Amongſt theſe, the vine-grounds parti- 
cularly attracted our notice; they were the firſt, indeed, 
of any extent, we had paſſed through; but even in a diſ- 
tant or tranſient view, they far excelled any others we had 
ſeen, in pittoreſque beauty. In our walks through them, 
we traverſed the almoſt perpendicular ſides of an immenſe 
mountain, which extends upwards of three miles below 
Baccharah, on the weſtern bank of the Rhine ; the vines 
overſpreading it in many parts, from the ſummit to the 
water's edge ; in others, the verdant cloathing was broken 
by tremendous rocks, projecting from the boſom of the 
mountain, and bending o'er its ſides, as if in fond contem- 
plation of the beauty and luxuriance of their dreſs. Groves 
of walnut-trees interſperſed among the vines, with frequent 
and varied views of the river, contributed very greatly to 
the embelliſhment of this enchanting place. We had not 
intended to procecd further in our preſent expedition, than 
the end of the vineyards: but, when we arrived at that 

D point, 
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point, the town of Pfaltz, with a caſtle on a rock in the 
middle of the Rhine, preſented a view which I could not 
ſuffer to eſcape me. I deſcended therefore to the river 
ſide, and made the drawing from which the fifth plate is 


engraved. 


THE vineyards of Baccharah were formerly eſteemed 
above all others for the excellence of the wine they pro- 
duced ; but the wines of Heidleberg, Hoygeſteim, and the 
Rhinegau, are at preſent in much greater vogue. Whe- 
ther this be owing to any real ſuperiority in their quality l 
know not ; for I had no opportunity of giving my opinion 
of the Baccharah wine, being unable, either by money or 
favor, to procure a ſingle bottle: but if its quality be at all 
proportioned to the labour employed in producing it, there 
can be no doubt of its excellence; for unleſs Providence 
had wiſcly formed the bodies and diſpoſed the minds of 
men of all countries to the local offices to be performed, 
the cultivation of the vineyards of Baccharah would be too 
arduous for human patience or ſtrength to endure. The 
lide of the mountain on which the vines are planted, is cut 
into a great number of ſhallow terraces, which are carried 
quite to its ſummit ; forming an aſcent, almoſt perpendi- 
cular, of at leaſt half a mile: by theſe terraces, the pea- 

ſants, 
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ſants aſcend the mountain, and convey manure, which 
they carry on their ſhoulders to every part of the vineyard. 
When properly diſtributed, they ſecure it, in the beſt 
manner the nature of the ground will admit, by a flight 
fence ; but they have often the mortification to ſce their 
labours fruſtrated by violent rains, which ſweep away both 
ſoil and manure, and leave the roots of the vines bare. 
This produces a failure of the vintage ; which, from 
whatever cauſe it happens, generally reduces the proprie- 
tors of vineyards to the humble ſituation of day-labourers, 
whoſe poverty and wretchedneſs are not to be conceived 
from any condition or circumſtances to which the loweſt 
of the people of England either are or can be expoſed. 


Ha vixG finiſhed my drawing of Pfaltz, we returned to 
Baccharah greatly fatigued ; as much owing to the extreme 
heat we had endured in paſling through the cloſe alleys of 
the vineyards, as to the length of our walk. 


THe ſituation of Baccharah is very ſimilar to that of 
many other places in our tour ; it ſtands at the foot of a 
lofty mountain, on the ſummit of which are the remains 
of a large caſtle, which formerly communicated with the 
town by a line of ſmall towers, ſome of which are till 

2 perſect 
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perfect: a handſome church, with a very high ſteeple, 
riſing above the other buildings in the middle of the town, 


makes a fair appearance, and is of conſiderable conſe- 
quence to the general beauty of the view. But notwith- 
ſtanding the grandeur and boldneſs of the front objects and 
the pittoreſque beauty of thoſe which compoſed the other 
points of this view, I was unable to make a drawing of it 
to my ſatisfaction. There was ſomething in the lines of 
diſtance, added to the effect of a black paint or waſh, 
with which the front of the houſes are coloured, that did 
not admit of a pleaſing repreſentation : on this account, I 
thought it too imperfe to make a part of the preſent 
collection. 


Tut religious communities of Baccharah conſiſt of Lu- 
therans, Calviniſts, and Roman-Catholics, the latter, 
however, though greatly out-numbered by the former, 
contrive to poſſeſs themſelves of all places of profit or 
power, or to admit ſuch only of the Proteſtants, as are too 
inſignificant in point of conſequence or abilities, to give 
any effectual oppoſition to their meaſures : and this tyranny 
which prevails generally through the whole principality of 
the palatinate, is ſuffered in many places to influence even 
the appointment of Proteſtant miniſters to eccleſiaſtical 

benefices. 
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benefices. It is difficult to account for this extreme paſ- 
ſiveneſs, otherwiſe than by imputing it to a depreſſion of 
ſpirit that may ſtill accompany their recollection of the 


unexampled crueltics, which in the rage of Catholic zeal 


were exerciſed on their unfortunate anceſtors at the end of 
the laſt century. Nor is it at all improbable that this is 


the real cauſe of their forbearance under circumſtances at 


which the feelings of other men would revolt ; for the 
tranſactions of that period in the territory of the prince 
palatine, are perfectly adapted to impreſs terror as well 
as abhorrence, even on thoſe who are no otherwiſe inte- 
reſted in them, than as the friends of humanity. 


Ha vinG ſpent as much time at Baccharah as the plan 
of our tour would admit, we took leave of our hoſt at the 
Star ; and I owe him the juſtice of bearing teſtimony to 
the civility of his treatment, the moderation of his charge, 
and the excellence of his accommodations : though I had 
informed him the day after our arrival, that we were 
Engliſhmen, a circumſtance which I had not confided to 
any inn-keeper from Straſburg to this place ; for I was 
there aſſured, that we ſhould ſuffer great inconvenience 
from the prejudices of the Palatines, if we were known to 
be Engliſh, I related this to my hoſt, who was very 

intel 
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intelligent, and ſpoke French extremely well, that he 
might be ſenſible of the compliment I paid him. He 
heard me with great indignation, and aſſured me the 
account I had received of the diſpoſition of the Palatines 
towards the Engliſh was falſe and illiberal, and defired I 
would not form my opinion from information, but expe- 
rience ; I followed his advice, and muſt confeſs I had no 
reaſon to repent it. 


Wr engaged a boat to convey us to Oberweſel, a ſmall 
town in the electorate of Treves, about ſix miles below 
Baccharah. The office of waterman in this little voyage, 
which we made at the expence only of ten-pence, was 
performed by a young girl. A conſideration for the age 
and ſex of our conductreſs, and ſome little concern for 
ourſelves, prevented our being perſectly at eaſe when we 
firſt embarked; but we were ſoon convinced that ſhe 
underſtood her buſineſs too well, and performed it with too 
much eaſe to herſelf, to leave us any cauſe of diſtreſs, either 
on her account or our own. 


Nor having the good fortune at our firſt arrival to meet 
any perſon at Oberweſel who could ſpeak French, or to 
article 
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article of eating, we found our entertainment, though well 
intended, very little to our ſatis faction; but the opportu- 
nity of gratifying my taſte in a drawing of the caſtle of 
Tefield, which ſtands on an eminence that commands the 
town, and is the ſubject of the ſixth plate, ſufficiemly 
compenſated for the diſappointment of my appetite. 
The caſe was otherwiſe with my companion, who being 
keener ſet, and having perhaps leſs enthuſiaſm, would 
have preferred an Engliſh buttock of beef to Tefield caſtle; 
or, I believe, to any caſtle in the univerſe. 


I was interrupted in my firſt attempt to make a draw- 
ing of this caſtle, by the eager curioſity of the inhabitants 
of Oberweſel, who collected about me in ſuch crowds, 
that they intercepted my view of the object, and almoſt 
diſtracted me with their noiſe ; I therefore deſiſted for the 
preſent, and on the next day procured a boat, in which I 
ſeated myſelf at a ſmall diſtance from the ſhore, and com- 
pleated my drawing. The ſame curioſity however pre- 
vailed, though with leſs inconvenience to me; a greater 
number of men, women, and children, aſſembled on the 
bank of the river, than the town ſeemed capable of con- 
taining. Their conduct was very like what voyagers 
relate of harmleſs ſavages, and all circumſtances conſidered, 
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our ſituation and communication with them was pretty 
much the ſame as if they had been natives of Otaheite. 
This plate, beſides Tefield caſtle, repreſents the fort of 
Pfaltz, which is not viſible from the point of view at 
which my drawing of that place was made: nor had I the 
choice of a ſituation from whence I could properly have 
introduced it, without ſacrificing, in a great degree, the 
pittoreſque beauty which diſtinguiſhes the ſubject of the 
fifth plate. I had great pleaſure in perceiving that I ſhould 
have an opportunity of introducing it here, without depart- 
ing from a juſt and correct repreſentation of nature; 
againſt which I have not ſuffered myſelf, in the ſubjects 
of this collection, to tranſgreſs in the ſlighteſt inſtance. 
The grandeur and variety of the objects comprehended in 
this ſingle view, ſeem indeed, even to myſelf, to require a 
pledge that the compoſition of it is not a mere work of 
imagination; and as many ſubjects will occur in the peru- 
ſal of this work that may equally ſeem to be the productions 
of fancy, I muſt entreat my readers to bear the declaration 
I have here made in their remembrance ; and whilſt they 
contemplate the ſcenes before them with admiration, to 
give me the credit only of having faithfully copied them 
from nature. 


NoTwITH- 
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NoTwiTHSTANDING the inconveniencies we experi- 
enced at Oberweſcl, I found ſufficient inducements in the 
ſubjects it afforded my pencil to prolong my (tay for ſome 
days. The church of St. Martyn having attracted my 
notice, I determined to make a drawing of it : but finding 
ible to effect my purpoſe, without uſing ſome 
expedient to protect myſelf from the intruſions of the popu- 
lace, I applied by ſigns to a ſtout robuſt fellow, who 
ſeemed very fit for the occaſion, to undertake the office of 
a centinel ; he ſeemed totally ignorant of my meaning, and 
I was half inclined to relinquiſh my deſign ; but the ſight 
of a few ſh.llings enlightened his underſtanding, and en- 
gaged him very heartily in my ſervice. He paraded round 
me with a large ſtick, which he brandiſhed with great dex- 
terity, and as effectually ſecured me from interruptions, as 
if J had been guarded by a file of muſqueteers. 


it im 


Ha vixG ſucceeded ſo well in my negociation with my 
guard, and finding the hours irkſome that were not em- 
ployed in drawing, which required ſome intervals of 
relaxation, I made uſe of the ſame method to inform my 
landlord that I wiſhed to procure a violin. He readily 
underſtood me, and in half an hour introduced a man with 
a violin in each hand; who, to my fatisfaQtion, addreſſed 
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me in French, which was enough to enſure him, in our 
ſituation, a very cordial reception. He was himſelf a 
perform-r, and offered to accompany me. I aſked him if 
he played at ſight ? on his anſwering in the affirmative, I 
produced a duet ; but perceiving by his firſt efforts to play 
it, that he miſtook my meaning, or over-rated his own 
abilities, I obſerved to him that I underſtood he had pro- 
ſeſſed to play at ſight ; he replied with great fimplicity that 
he did, but not at f. fight. I now offered him a glaſs of 
wine, which he was prevailed on with ſome difficulty to 


accept; but finding it of a quality very ſuperior to what 
he was accuſtomed to drink, he finiſhed two bottles with- 
out putting me to the trouble of a ſecond invitation ; which 
completely drowned both his muſical and rational facul- 
ties: and I was as thankful to the ſervants of the inn for 
removing him, as I had been to their maſter for his intro- 

duction. 


HE repeated his viſit the next day, and politely preſented 
me with the notes of an air, of which I had expreſſed 
ſome admiration. Having returned his compliment, by 
preſenting him with a minuet he had very much admired, 
and half a crown for the uſe of his violin; I took my 
leave of him, without regretting the improbability of our 


ever 
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ever meeting again. I received indeed as little amuſement 
from his inſtrument as his converſation ; for we had exer- 
ciſed ourſelves but a ſhort time, before the ſame company 
who attended me in my attempts to make drawings, 
attracted by the ſound of muſic, collected about the houſe, 
and many of them entering without ceremony or invita- 
tion, formed a pretty numerous audience in my apartment: 
I was therefore glad to purchaſe their abſence by laying 
down my fiddle. 


I ROSE the next morning with the ſun, intending to 
have made a drawing of a very fine gateway, built in a 
beautiful ſtile of Gothic architecture: it is the only pre- 
ſerved ruin of a large monaſtery ; and if the building to 
which it belonged in any degree correſponded with the 
entrance, its deſtruction cannot be too much lamented. 
My evil genius, however, repreſented by an Oberweſel 
mob, prevented my adding this beautiful object to my 
collection; for, though I had choſen ſo early an hour to 
eſcape interruption, my former attendants ſurrounded me 
before I had made any progreſs in my outline, and render- 
ed my further proceeding impraQticable. They certainly 
had no other intention than to gratify their curioſity, but 
being unable to make them ſenſible, that by incommoding 
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me they diſappointed themſelves, I ſubmitted, very much 
againſt my inclination, to put up my implements; and 
returned as expeditiouſly as poſſible to my inn: for I had 
no doubt but they were as much diſſatisfied with my con- 
duct as I was with them. Beſides the inconvenience of 
being thus obſtructed in my purſuits, I began to appre- 
hend that the univerſal deſertion of their occupations, 

which my preſence occaſioned, might induce the magil- 
| trates to conduct me out of the town with more cere- 
mony than I entered. This conſideration, and the little 
probability that another day (which was the utmoſt 1 
ſhould have ſtaid) would produce any material change in 
their humour, determined me to prepare immediately for 
our departure. 


Wr accordingly embarked, as ſoon as we had dined, 
for St. Goar, a handſome and well fortified town, belong- 
ing to the landgrave of Heſle-Caſſel, beautifully fituated 
on the weſtern bank of the Rhine, at a very ſmall diſtance 
from Oberweſel. When we had proceeded about a mile, 
the rocks on the oppoſite ſhore, which roſe gradually to a 
prodigious height, and were ſo ſteep and craggy as to 
appear inacceſſible, formed a ſcene in the bold and ro- 
mantic ſtile, as beautiful as can be imagined. The river 
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in this part was narrow and very rapid; and the paſſage, 
as we learnt from experience, attended with ſome danger, 
if undertaken, as was our caſe, in a very ſmall boat. But 
not being apprized of this circumſtance, and my attention 
being wholly engaged by a ſucceſſion of objects peculiarly 
ſuited to my taſte, I did not perceive that our boat was 
powerfully attracted by a whirlpool, till we were on the 
verge of its vortex : when the extraordinary exertions of 
the waterman, added to the terror expreſſed on his coun- 
tenance, diſcovered to .us the danger we were in. He 
extricated us, however, wthout any other inconvenience 
than giving us a very ſerious alarm. But we had ſcarcely 
time to congratulate each other on our eſcape, before we 
were overtaken by one of thoſe ſudden and violent ſtorms - 
which, from the nature of the adjacent country, are very 
frequent on the Rhine. It came with ſuch fury, that the 
boat was ſeveral times turned round, and driven by the 
wind in contrary directions: ſo that we reached the ſhore 
with great difficulty. Theſe ſtorms being of ſhort con- 
tinuance, we were ſoon at liberty to proceed; the weather 
during the remainder of our voyage was very fine, and 
the views on both ſides of the river delightful. We 
arrived at St. Goar early in the evening. 


Our 
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Our expectations were greatly raiſed by the accounts 
we had heard of the many grand objects that would pre- 
ſent themſelves in our approach to that place ; but their 
appearance very much exceeded every thing we had been 
told. Amongſt theſe, the fortreſs of Rhinfels, which is 
ſituated near St. Goar, and is repreſented in the ſeventh 
and eighth plates, claimed my firſt notice. I therefore 
paid my reſpects the next morning to Colonel Hz1MEL, 
the commanding officer of the garriſon, to requeſt his per- 
miſſion to make drawings of the caſtle. He received me 
with the ſame politeneſs I had experienced from gentlemen 
in ſimilar ſtations at other places ; and readily favoured me 
with his conſent, under the uſual reſtriction of not med- 
dling with the fortifications, which were not neceſſary to 
my purpoſe. He offered to indulge me with a ſight of the 
citadel, which ſtands much higher than his reſidence in the 
caſtle, and which is not in the view: the weather being 
hot, and the aſcent very ſteep, I pleaded fatigue, which he 
admitted, as much I believe to his own ſatisfaction as 
mine, in excuſe for my declining the honor of attending 


him. 


Tus caſtle of Rhinfels, viewed with regard to its pit- 
toreſque beauties, is the moſt ſtriking object I have cver 


ſcen. 
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ſeen. It ſtands on a large and extenſive rock, that riſes 
majeſtically from the ſide of the river, to a very conſiderable 
height. It was built about the middle of the thirteenth 
century. The moſt general view that can be taken of it, 
is given in the ſeventh plate. The ground that forms this 
face of the rock is very unequal, having numberleſs projec- 
tions and receſſes, where fortifications are erected, and 
lines formed, which render the caſtle of Rhinfels (if not 
impregnable) one of the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in Europe. 
Theſe being interſperſed with trees, vineyards, and rich 
herbage, preſent a ſcene in which beauty and grandeur are 
ſo united, as to produce the moſt pleaſing and aſtoniſhing 
effect. An irregular range of buildings, which commence 
at the foot of the rock and are continued to its ſummit, 
form a communication with the citadel. Some of theſe 
buildings are handſome ; but their importance to the pit- 
toreſque beauty of the view, is owing to the infinite variety 
of their hgures, and the diverſity of colouring they exhibit 
from the different materials made uſe of in conſtructing or 
embelliſhing them. Every ſpot unoccupied by buildings 
being laid out in orchards, vineyards, or other plantations ; 
a luxuriance of foliage ſoftens and enriches the whole 
ſcene ; and corrects, or, at leaſt, reconciles the formality 
of art, by giving a degree of beauty to the angular forms of 


a for- 
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a fortification, which, when abſtractedly viewed, are, of 
all others, the moſt offenſive to the eye of an artiſt. 


Tus barracks, conſiſting of a regular and handſome 
row of buildings, ſituated at the foot of the rock, which 
ſerves as their back-ground, make a pleaſing contraſt to the 
multiform irregularity of the buildings, and other objects, 
comprehended in this view of the caſtle. "The middle 
ground is compoſed of a rock, which ſeems to be abruptly 
intruded. Its effect, however, is admirable ; for, by con- 
tracting the ſcene, it forces the eye upon objects, which 
the more they are contemplated, the more they delight. 
To complete the beauty and grandeur of the view, the 
ſecond river in Europe flowing rapidly beneath the walls of 
the fortreſs, animates and enlivens the whole. 


Tux eighth view applies rather as a ſpecimen of the 
country than a repreſentation of the caſtle ; though ſuch 
parts of it as are repreſented, are highly pittoreſque. 


I canNoOT take leave of Rhinfels caſtle without remark - 
ing on the views I have given of it, that the different times 
of the day at which the drawings were made, afforded a 


light and ſhadow peculiarly adapted to the reſpective ſub- 
jets. 
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jets. A noon day ſun was neceſſary in the firſt, to point 
out and diſplay the numerous objects of which it is com- 
poſed; in the latter, the ſun having nearly finiſhed its 
daily courſe, the caſtle, and the ſummit only of the rock 
on which it ſtands, were illumined ; the reſt of the land- 
ſcape, conſiſting of ſmaller rocks, vineyards, and other 
objects, not in themſelves very intereſting, were involved 
in one grand maſs of ſhade ; an effect which muſt often 
occur in mountainous countries, but hath not always been 
attended to by artiſts. A thin vapour, that commonly 
riſes among the mountains with the ſetting ſun, ſpreads a 
duſkineſs over the landſcape, which blended and ſoſtened 
thoſe objects from which its rays are withdrawn ; the fore- 
ground only being, in ſome degree, enlivened by reflected 
lights. 


IT will not require a ſcientific eye to diſcern, that theſe 
ſubjects, with many others which appear in this collec- 
tion, receive great advantage from having the drawings of 
them highly finiſhed an the ſpot ; a circumſtance which 
I think very important to a juſt repreſentation of the natu- 
ral beauties of any landſcape. For thoſe artiſts who con- 
tent themſelves with a flight ſketch or outline of a ſubject, 
muſt often be inaccurate . in finiſhing the minutiz of 

E their 
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their drawings; for the beautiful tints that are ſeen in na- 
ture, are too various and tranſient, and the circumſtances 
to be attended to in the forms and outlines of natural ob- 
jets, too numerous for the niceſt judge, or the moſt 
curious and attentive obſerver, to bear in his mind. The 
defects of memory are conſequently ſupplied by invention: 
hence it happens, that the works of many artiſts are fre- 
quently diſtinguiſhed by the forms and colouring of their 
rocks, trees, or other intereſting objects, which being 
nearly alike in all ſubjects, give a ſameneſs to their produc- 
tions, which never can appear in works copied from na- 
ture. The ſame may be obſerved of pencilling ; thoſe who 
ſtudy the works of eminent maſters, are ſolicitous only to 
acquire their manner of producing effects. Thoſe who 
ſtudy nature, will be as various in their manner, as in 
their ſubjects; for the actual production of effects, not 
the manner of producing them, wall be the object of their 
ſolicitude. The firſt point of excellence to which an 
artiſt can attain, is to copy nature correctly; the next, to 
give a cloſe imitation of her beauties, which cannot be 
too minutely ſtudied. 


Tux chiaro oſcuro is, in general, a material object of 
attention; for the moment of delineation ſhould be delayed, 
"+ 
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till an opportunity of expreſſing its moſt pleaſing effect 
occurs. I have frequently ſeen views in this tour, which 
have appeared to me for ſeveral days without any force or 
effect, which when properly illumined, have become 
ſtrikingly beautiful : and, I believe, there are few who be- 
ſtow any attention on the ſubject, that have not ſcen the 
moſt trifling outlines made charming by the mere effe of 
the ſun. It is therefore my invariable practice, when the 
time permits, to ſketch the contours of ſeveral drawings, 
and to reſerve the finiſhing of them, till ſuitable and pleaſ- 
ing effects are produced in nature. When theſe do not 
ariſe to give exerciſe to the judgment and taſte of an artiſt, 
(on which the choice of the chiaro ofcuro beſt ſuited to 
the ſubje& muſt in all caſes depend) it may be allowable 
to give a little indulgence to his imagination. There is, 
indeed, one general rule admitted in drawing from nature, 
which leaves great ſcope and latitude to the fancy, viz. 
that although it be contrary to every idea of propriety, to 
throw a light on any part of a landſcape, from whence 
the rays of the ſun are excluded by an intervening objeR, it 
is allowable fer a ſhadow to be introduced wherever the 
illumined in one minute, may the next appear in a fainter 
light, from the intervention of a thin tranſparent cloud ; 
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or be entirely ſhaded by a more gloomy one, impervious to 
the rays of the fun. The greateſt force and molt pleaſing 
effect are diſplayed, when the atmoſphere is ſurcharged 
with fleeting clouds; ſtrong ſhadows being then oppoſed 
to ſtrong lights, the artiſt has an opportunity of giving the 
utmoſt force to his ſubject, and of diſplaying the nicety of 
his judgment, by proportioning the degrees of light to the 
importance of the objects to be illumined ; which cannot 
be correctly done, when the uniform glare of an un- 
clouded ſun overſpreads the whole region. Great ſkill and 
taſte are required to produce a good and proper effe from 
the introduction of various lights; for unleſs one of them 
de ſufficiently predominant to attract the firſt notice, the 
eye wanders over the ſubject without diſtinguiſhing the 
principal object, which in every poſſible caſe, both in hiſ- 
tory and landſcape-painting, ſhould be illumined by the 
principal light. 


Maxy circumſtances concurred to render St. Goar 
infinitely more agreeable to us, than any other place we 
had viſited. Through ſome accident, we paſſed unob- 
ſerved by a centinel, who was poſted at the entrance of 
the town to receive the names of ſtrangers, which are 
daily reported to the governor of the fortreſs. Very ſoon, 


therefore, 
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therefore, after our arrival, we were viſited by the officer 
of the guard; who being under the neceſſity of repairing 
the negligence of the centinel, requelted, with many 
apologies for his intruſion, that we would favor him 
with our names. He addreſſed us in very good Engliſh ; 
and we had reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on the acci- 
dent that introduced him to our acquaintance ; for he was 
_ polite, ſenſible, and entertaining, and was ſeldom abſent 
from us during our ſtay at St. Goar. 


His knowledge of the Engliſh language, in which he 
excelled any foreigner I had ever met with, was acquired 
by ſerving with the Engliſh army in America ; the corps 
to which he belonged being one of the auxiliary battalions 
of the Heſſian troops employed in the unhappy conteſt 
between Great-Britain and her colonies. He commented, 
with great ability, on the operations and events in which 
he had ſuſtained a part ; and was very animated in his 
obſervations and reflections on the conduct and reſult of 
that ill-fated war. I liſtened to him with great attention; 
and truth oblipes me to confeſs, that I gained more 
knowledge of the ſubject from this ſubaltern officer, of 
an auxiliary corps, in a remote town of Germany, than 
I had been able to collect, in my own country, from the 

Orators 
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orators of parliament, the printer of the gazette, or the 
ingenious and communicative fabricators of the daily 


papers. 


To relieve the difagreeable ſenſations this narrative had 
excited, both in our minds and his own, he ſtarted a new 
ſubject, much better adapted to produce pleaſing dreams, 
than the ſcenes of horror and devaſtation he had painted ; 
or the miſrepreſentations, avarice, and treachery of the 
few deteſtable individuals, to whom he confidently, and 
with much ſeeming reaſon, imputed the innumerable 
calamities that have ariſen to this country from the 
American war. 


He informed us, that the maſter of the Bois Verd, at 
whoſe houſe we had taken up our abode, was himſelf 
very ſuperior to the generality of perſons in his ſtation or 
employment ; that he had three daughters who were 
extremely handſome and accompliſhed, and to whom, if 
we approved it, he would introduce us. My fellow tra- 
veller took upon him, without heſitation, to anſwer for 
us both ; and the ladies, attended by their father, were 
announced by our military friend, before I had time to 

adjuſt 
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adjuſt my cravat, or even to examine the poſition of my 


wig. 


I SHOULD here, perhaps, reſign my pen; and leave 
it to my companion, as better ſuited to his age, to de- 
ſcribe the ladies : but though I did not contemplate them 
with the ſenſibility of nineteen, I am not leſs diſpoſed 
to do juſtice to their beauty and accompliſhments. They 
were certainly handſome and agreeable ; had good voices, 
and ſung very prettily ; one of them indeed with great 
taſte. They played likewiſe on the virginal, a ſtringed 
inſtrument, which formerly was much uſed in England. 
Its tones are a medium between the piano forte (which it 
reſembles in form) and the harpſichord. The old gen- 
tleman procured me a violin, and being himſelf a per- 
former, we made out a tolerable concert. This, with a 
free admiſſion to the ladies of the houſe, who ſpoke 
French, an accompliſhment not common even among the 
beſt educated women in this part of the country, made 
our time paſs very pleaſantly. 


Ix the article of proviſions, I was here, as in every 
other place we paſſed through in Germany, very indiffe- 
rently accommodated. The extravagant uſe of vinegar 
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in their cookery, which I could not prevail on the Ger- 
man cooks, either by commands or entreaties, to omit, 
was a Circumſtance which ſubjected me to much incon- 
venience and ſome mortification ; for the diſorder that 
induced me to undertake the tour, being ſtimulated by 
the ſlighteſt uſe of acids, I had often no alternative but 
to abſtain altogether from eating, or to ſuffer extremely 
for a very moderate gratification of my appetite. My 
health indeed was fo little benefited by the exerciſe and 
change of climate, recommended by my medical adviſers 
in London, that I began ſeriouſly to wiſh myſelf within 
reach of the waters of Harrowgate, or Aix la Chapelle ; 
from either of which Doctor TIissor, the phyſician who 
attended me at Lauſanne, gave me great hopes of reco- 
very. He adviſed me, however, to try any other mineral 
ſprings that might fall in my way, before I could reach 
either of thoſe places. 


Tut firſt opportunity of following this part of his 
preſcription, occurred at St. Goar, where the Schwalbach 
water was fold at three halfpence a quart. I made an 
immediate trial of -its virtue, beginning with a ſmall 
quantity, and increaſing it gradually to two quarts a day ; 
which I continued to take till J arrived at Aix la Cha- 

=; 
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pelle; it being ſold at all the inns on the road from St. 
Goar to that city. They call it ſur water, the reaſon of 
which I could neither learn nor conceive, its taſte being 
extremely pleaſant, and perfectly free from any percepti- 
ble degree of acidity. It has the ſingular property of cor- 
recting ſour wine, which is a happy circumſtance for the 
inhabitants of the countries bordering on the Rhine, as 
their only drink is a thin ſour white wine : the choiceſt 
produce of their vineyards being reſerved for exportation, 
or to furniſh the cellars only of the nobility and gentry of 
the country. On drawing the cork, a thick vapour iſſues 
from the bottle that contains this water; and when poured 
ont, it ſparkles like champaign. Its effect ſoon gave me 
reaſon to rejoice in the occaſion (diſtreſsful as it was at 
the time) that introduced me to Doctor TIissor, for I 
may date the commencement of my recovery, from the 
moment I ſwallowed the firſt draught of the Schwalbach* 
water, which I certainly ſhould not have taken, but for 
his advice. 

* There are two places of this name ; but the Schwalbach, * 
mous for its medicinal ſpring, is a ſmall town in the principality of 
Naſſau, ſituated on the river Aar, about fix leagues above Dietz. 


Tux 
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THE windows of my apartment, commanding the 
views that are given in the ninth and eleventh plates, was 
another circumſtance, which added very much to my 
ſatisſaction and convenience at the Bois Verd; it enabled 
me to make the drawings of them more perfect and cor- 
rect than they could otherwiſe have been; and gave me 
an opportunity of ſeizing the moment, in which the moſt 
pleaſing effect of light and ſhadow was produced: for 
though the lines were beautifully contraſted, and the 
objects as various as fancy could have formed them; the 
general effect was rendered more or leſs charming, by 
every tranſition of the light and ſhadow. 


Ix the firſt of theſe views, the principal object is a 
caſtle called the Cat, which is imagined, by ſome writers, 
to have been erected in the fourteenth century: but the 
ſtyle of the building, its ſituation, and other circumſtances 
attending it, as well warrant a ſuppolition, that it was 
built two thouſand years ago, as four hundred: and if any 
weight be given to etymological conjecture, (which is, 
at leaſt, as good as any other doubtful evidence) its foun- 
dation may, with ſome ſhew of reaſon, be dated long 
before the commencement of the Chriſtian æra; for it 
ſeems probable, that it derives its name from the Catti, 
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an ancient people of Germany, who poſſeſſed, till the 
latter end of the reign of Tiberius, a great part of the 
country of Heſſe : but entering, at that time, into a war 
with the people of an adjoining ſtate, about the right to a 
ſmall river which both parties claimed, were totally de- 
feated : and the conquerors having previouſly vowed their 
ſpoils to Mars and Mercury, which conſecrated every 
living creature, that fell into their hands, to immediate 
and inevitable death ; the Catti were obliged to abandon 
their country. They retired to the iſland of the Batavi, 
now called Holland, where there are places which till 
bear their name, viz. CaT-wick-op-zen on the ſea-ſide, 
and CaT-wick-op-den Rhein on the Rhine. 


Tuis caſtle, whatever antiquity it may boaſt, appears 
to retain its original form, and is, otherwiſe, tolerably 
perfect. The immenſe rock, on which it ſtands, is 
ſituated on the eaſtern bank of the Rhine, oppoſite to St. 
Goar, having the little town of Goarhauſen at its foot. 
The aſcent to it, which is almoſt perpendicular, is beau- 


The ſtupendous rocks that form the back-ground, and 
which, notwithſtanding their prodigious height, are en- 
tirely covered with trees, give majeſty to the principal 
object. 
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object, and cxhibit an inſtance of union between boldneſs 
and luxuriancy, which is much oftener ſeen in the pro- 


ductions of fancy, than in the works of nature. 


THe village, which appears in a diſtant view, and fo 
greatly contributes to the pittoreſque beauty of this ſcene, 
is Patiſherg, whoſe wines are reckoned among the beſt 
that are produced in this part of the country. The flying 
bridge, which makes ſo conſpicuous a figure in the fore 
ground, though perpetually ſhifting its poſition, is always 
in ſight at ſome point or other of the paſſage between St. 
Goar and Goarhauſen, and may therefore be conſidered as 
a permanent appendage to the landſcape ; it is a fine object 
in itſclf, and gives a new effect to the grandeur and pitto- 
reſque beauty of the river. Its excellence and peculiarity 
conſiſt in the method of applying it, which, though ex- 
tremely ſimple, is no inconſiderable reſult of ingenuity 
and contrivance. The Rhine is in this part ſo rapid as to 
render all common means of communication between St. 
Goar and Goarhauſen impracticable; the flying bridge, 
therefore, was a very important acquiſition to the inhabi- 
tants on both ſides of the river. 


IT is conſtructed in this manner: A boat is fixed in the 


centre 
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centre of the river by an anchor, or ſome other means as 
effectual. A chain paſſes from the fixed point, over eight 
floating boats (which ſerve only to keep the chain above 
the water) to the paſſage-boat or bridge, conſiſting of two 
veſſels faſtened to each other; which, on being looſened 
from the ſhore, is carried to the centre by the ſtream ; 
where the reſiſtance, and a little aid from the rudder, 
make it move to the oppolite ſhore. The paſlage is in 
the ſegment of a circle; and the bridge may be ſaid to 
oſcillate like a pendulum from the fixed boat in the centre 
of the river. 


| was fo extremely pleaſed with the drawing I had juſt 
hniſhed, that I determined the next day to take a nearer 
ſurvey of the original. I accordingly paſſed over to Goar- 
hauſen early in the morning, and proceeded as ſoon as I 
had breakfaſted, towards the caſtle. The direct approach 
to it being too ſteep for me to encounter, I aſcended by 
a winding road, which gave me an opportunity of view- 
ing the caſtle at all points ; and by diſplaying the general 
proſpect with infinite variations, furniſhed an unexpected 
ſubject of pleaſure and admiration ; for ſome or other of 
the numberleſs pittoreſque objects with which nature and 
art have enriched this wonderful ſpot, met my eye at every 


turn 
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turn of the road; and changing in effe& their ſituation 
with reſpect to each other, as I advanced, every moment 
produced new ſcenes, of which the leaſt beautiful might 
have formed an intereſting ſubject for the inimitable pencil 


of Poussix. 


My attention had been ſo entirely occupied, that I 
reached the point on the ſide of the firſt hill, where I took 
the view, without any ſenſe of difficulty or fatigue ; and 
began immediately to ſketch the outline of the north-eaſt 
ſront of the caſtle, which is repreſented in the tenth plate. 
This view, though leſs grand than the former, is, I 
think, equally pleaſing. The mill, the uncouth bridge 
that leads to it, and the ſtream flowing beneath, give a 
romantic ſimplicity to the ſcene ; whilſt the caſtle, which 
in the former plate, fits enthroned as ſovereign of the 
adjacent hills, aſſuming an appearance leſs awful, ſeems 
to accommodate its ſtyle of grandeur to the objects which 
accompany it 1n this point of view ; forming altogether a 
ſubject well adapted to the ſtyle of compoſition of the 
Flemiſh ſchool. | 


SATISFIED wich this acquiſition, I returned to Goar- 
hauſen ; but finding nothing in that place, that merited 
particular 
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particular notice, I took my ſeat in the flying bridge, 
which ſoon conveyed me to St. Goar, where I was agree- 
ably welcomed by the captain and my fair friends at the 
Bois Verd. 


Tux Mouſe caſtle, ſituated on the ſame ſide of the 
river, at a ſmall diſtance from fort Cat, and taken likewife 
from the window of my apartment, is the ſubje& of the 
eleventh plate. This caſtle, though inferior in ſituation 
and grandeur, poſſeſſes many of the beauties of fort Cat, 
and is by no means unworthy to be its companion. It 
commands an extenſive view of the Rhine in both directi- 
ons: at the foot of the rock on which it ſtands, is the 
village of Welmich, which lying behind the caſtle, as 
viewed from St. Goar, a ſmall part of it only appears in 
this plate. The proſpect from the north-weſt front, is 
terminated by a ridge of lofty hills, crowned with woods, 
having herds and numerous flocks grazing on their ſides ; 
the intermediate ground is compoſed of ſmall hills, and 
beautiful valleys highly cultivated. 


THe building is in a ſtyle of architecture ſimilar to that 
of the Cat caſtle, and though it has ſuffered more from 
the hand of time, was probably erected about the ſame 

period ; 
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period : but whatever antiquity they may boaſt, the erec- 
tion of them was a wonderful exertion of human art and 
induſtry ; and the multitude of theie venerable and mag- 
nificent buildings, that are every where ſeen on the borders 
of the Rhine, ſcem to indicate, that the ancient inha- 
bitants, acting under impreſſions unfelt by their poſterity, 
were excited to theſe great undertakings, by having per- 
petually before them, the bold and majeſtic objects with 
which nature hath ſo liberally adorned this romantic 
country: for the moſt perfect harmony of ſtyle is here 
preſerved between the productions of nature, and the works 
of art; where ſimplicity prevails in the one, the awful 
majeſty of the other is proportionably ſoftened ; where tre- 
mendous rocks form the natural ſcene, the aſpiring archi- 
ect has exhibited the boldeſt features of his work, and 
challenges his portion of admiration. 


My next undertaking was the city of St. Goar, repre- 
ſented in the twelfth plate : the nature of the ſubject, and 
the great ſatisfaction I had experienced during my ſtay 
there, inclined me to be particularly attentive to the exe- 
cution of it. This city, which is the capital of Lower 
Heile, was one of the places devoted by Louis the Four- 
tcenth to deſtruction: it was accordingly inveſted in 

December 
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December 1692, by the French army under the command 
of field-marſhal TALLARD, who was dangerouſſy wounded 
in the attack ; and obliged to retire with great precipita- 
tion, after loſing ſeveral thouſand men, and a conſiderable 
part of his artillery. | 


Ir is pleaſantly ſituated on the margin of the river, 
at the foot of an immenſe rock which is almoſt pendicu- 
lar, and approaches ſo near to the ſtream, that the houſes, 
which are in general handſome, are built in hanging 
ſtreets; many very convenient habitations being formed 
in the ſteepeſt parts of the rock itſelf. The acceſs to the 
upper ſtreets is attended with ſome inconvenience to the 
inhabitants ; but when ſeated in their houſes, nothing 
can exceed the beauty of the proſpect; the country round 
being cultivated with great induſtry, and the rocks richly 
covered with vines, planted in aſcendant terraces, as in 
the Rhinegau. The inhabitants themſelves are lively, but 
the town is indebted for a great part of its gaiety to the 
garriſon of Rhinfels. The extreme rapidity of the Rhine, 
both above and below St. Goar, occaſions a great ſcarcity 
of fiſh: the want of this luxury doth not ſeem, however, 
to be much felt, nor indeed the enjoyment of it to be much 

F underſtood ; 
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underſtood ; for what they do preſerve, is eaten cold, and 
frequently without any ſauce. 


AFTER having taken theſe ſeveral views at St. Goar, 
(the moſt romantic ſituation I have ever ſeen,) we embark- 
ed in a paſſage-boat on the Rhine, in queſt of other pitto- 
reſque objects. We had ten or a dozen perſons on board; 
ſome paſling to villages at a little diſtance ; others going 
for pleaſure, forty or fifty miles, and returning the next 
day. In paſling down the river, they may be ſaid to be 
on parties of pleaſure : but in their return, they are drawn 
by horſes cloſe to the ſhore, and againſt the ſtream, which 
is ſometimes ſtrong and rapid. | 


Ox of the company ſpoke French, with whom we 
entered into converſation ; a privilege we generally loſt on 
the Rhine, by our unacquaintance with the German lan- 
guage. This circumſtance the candid reader will bear in 
mind, if our orthography of German names ſhould not 
always be correct, and if we ſhould be thought cautious of 
hazarding opinions on cuſtoms and occurrences which we 
might not fully comprehend. 
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Wr landed at Boppart ; and in our way, reconnoitred 
the town : it had hardly any circumſtances which could be 
deemed pittoreſque. The walls were high and extenſive; 
a tower of tolerable height appeared in the back-ground ; 
and ſmaller turrets fringed the water : but the whole would 
not form an intereſting picture. A large nunnery com- 
manded a fine view of the river ; where beautiful ladies, 
peeping out at the windows, ſeemed impatient of confine- 
ment, Such an object is apt deeply to affect the mind of 
a Proteſtant ; the inhabitants paſſed by, without ſeeming to 
beſtow a thought on the anguiſh and miſery within. 


From Boppart, we made for Braubach ; and we ſhall 
juſt relate our diſappointments, as warnings to artiſts who 
may ſucceed us. The intermediate country is extremely 
beautiful ; woods, rocks, fruit-trees, corn, and various 
circumſtances combine to pleaſe the eye, and might have 
inflamed the imagination in almoſt any other place : but 
on the Rhine, the imagination of an artiſt is torpid to any 
thing not ſublime. 


IN the paſſage to Braubach, we paſſed by Speiz, which 
is ſaid to be the centre of Heſſe. That circumſtance, and 
the appearance of its watch-tower, made me heſitate ; but, 
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on mature examination, I thought it moſt prudent not to 
land, until we arrived at Braubach. Here we were embar- 
raſſed by our unacquaintance with German; the only lan- 
guage ſpoken by the waterman ; and by all around us, 
except one gentleman. We were under the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of requeſting him to be our interpreter ; and he 
kindly conducted us to an inn; but in a ſtreet ſo narrow, 
and having apartments ſo ſmall and low, that we deter- 
mined to truſt our own eyes, rather than the information 
of the watermen. After a ſhort ramble, we diſcovered a 
ſmall public-houſe by the water- ſide: the negociation 
with the landlord, who had but one ſmall bed which he 
could ſpare, and who underſtood not a word or geſture 
that was not German, was very arduous ; but happily 
concluded in our accommodation. I was indulged with 
admiſſion to a vineyard, where I took a view which 
will be added to the ſubjects of another Number. 


I BEG leave to obſerve, that though I ſtayed longer at 
St. Goar than at any place I had yet viſited, the time 
was very inſufficient for even ſketching the hundredth 
part of the beautiful and intereſting ſubjects, that every 
where occurred in the enchanting neighbourhood of that 
city. The views I have given in this and the preceding 

Number, 
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Number, are a proof, that my admiration was not excited 
by common or inconſiderable objects; they are formed, 
if contemplated ſingly, to impreſs the mind of the beholder 
with aſtoniſhment and pleaſure. But when my readers 
are informed that the caſtle of Rheinfels ; the Cat caſtle ; 
the Mouſe ; the city of St. Goar; the town of Goar- 
hauſen ; with many intermediate objects, which, in any 
other ſituation, would be very ſtriking ; and laſt, though 
not leaſt important to the grandeur of the ſcene, an exten- 
ſive view of the Rhine ; are all ſeen from one point, and 
are diſtributed within a diſtrict of a few miles: the enthu- 
ſiaſm I felt in the contemplation, and muſt always feel 
in the recollection of this wonderful aſſemblage of objects, 
will not, I hope, be attributed to the warmth of my ima- 
gination, but to the juſtneſs of my feelings. 


THouGH I had many times experienced in my paſſage 
on the Rhine, that the impreſſion I received from objects 
which ſeemed to me to poſſeſs the higheſt degree of gran- 
deur and pittoreſque beauty, was almoſt immediately ſuc- 
ceeded by that of others more beautiful and ſublime ; I 
left St. Goar without conceiving it poſſible that any thing 


comparable with the ſubjects I had left untouched in the 
neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of that city, would occur in the remainder 


of my tour, 


I HAD therefore no difficulty in accommodating my 
views and expectations to humbler ſcenes ; but after the 
agreeable entertainment I had met with at the Bois Verd, 
could not fo eaſily reconcile myſelf to the wretched 
accommodations we were obliged to put up with at Brau- 
bach. For though the houſe by the water-ſide, to which 
chance had conducted us, was delightfully ſituated, the 
leaſt frequented road in England does not exhibit any 
thing under the denomination of an inn, or houſe of 
entertainment, half ſo miſerable. 


Bur the obliging behaviour of the landlord and his 
wife, who appeared to be very ſolicitous to ſerve and ac- 
commodate us, was in our circumſtances an irreſiſtible 
inducement to become their gueſts. This, however, was 
the only circumſtance very flattering in the proſpect before 
us. On examining the bed, which we had been told was 
the only one the houſe afforded, we found it ſo extremely 
ſmall, that we could only have uſed it alternately. The 
good woman obſerving our diſtreſs on this account, very 
civilly deſired the Gentleman who had come to our aſſiſt- 

ance, 
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ance, to inform us, that ſhe would endeavour, at leaſt, to 
procure another from a neighbour, if we would ſubmit to 
have it laid on the floor. We were not in a ſituation to 
ſtart objections; — ſne left us, and in a ſhort time returned 
with a countenance which told us ſhe had ſucceeded. 
The bed ſoon followed, and our apprehenſions about a 
lodging being removed, the next care was to order dinner. 
Our hoſteſs did not perplex us with a long bill of fare, 
but producing a ſmall piece of mutton, gave us to under- 
ſtand that her larder contained nothing more. A ſcar- 
city of proviſions 1s an inconvenience generally felt at this 
place, the inhabitants being obliged to procure almoſt 
every thing they uſe from Coblentz, which is at leaſt 
three leagues from Braubach. We found likewiſe that we 
were the firſt gueſts ſhe had entertained at bed and board. 


Wulst our dinner was preparing, we received a 
proof of her attention to us, which promiſed to remove 
our principal inconvenience. She recollected there was a 
perſon in the town who had formerly ſerved in the French 
army, and immediately engaged him to attend, and in- 
terpret for us. He made his entre with the dinner, of 
which I invited him to partake. He ſaid he had already 
dined, and having nothing before us very tempting, I 

preſſed 
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preſſed him no further; but as ſoon as the landlady with- 
drew, (perceiving we could not eat the mutton,) he fell 
to, and devoured every morſel of it. We complained 
very much of the badneſs of the meat, and deſired him to 
communicate what we ſaid to the landlady, and inform 
her that our dinner had only been a bit of bread. He 


pretended to do as we requeſted, but it was evident from 
the looks and behaviour of the woman, that he had ex- 


preſſed himſelf very differently, for ſhe appeared to be 
highly pleaſed with what he ſaid. 


DiscusrEp with this barefaced treachery, I careleſsly 
aſked him if he knew any other perſon in the town who 
ſpoke French ? But being too old a ſoldier to be taken by 
ſurprize, he anſwered me in the negative. At ſupper, 
which conſiſted of a plumb-pudding ſomewhat in the 
Engliſh taſte, he reſumed his poſt. I repeated the com- 
pliment of an invitation to partake with us, but the land- 
lady being in the room, he declined it. We took him at 
his word, and diſpatched the whole ourſelves. Having 
ſuffered great inconvenience at other places from German 
cookery, I deſired him to intreat the landlady that I might 
have no acid in any thing ſhe drefſed for me. In this 
Caſe likewiſe I had reaſon to believe that he miſinterpreted 
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me, as every thing that was ſet before us had a greater 
proportion of acid than I had been plagued with at any 
other place.—By this artifice he ſecured my ſhare of the 
proviſion to himſelf, which he took however by ſtealth, 
for I could not prevail with him to taſte a morſel, whilſt 
any perſon belonging to the houſe was preſent. Nothing 
aroſe to explain to me this part of his conduct. Perceiv- 
ing that he miſrepreſented all my directions concerning 
the manner of dreſſing my victuals; I could no longer 
refrain from ſhewing ſome marks of diſpleaſure, which 
being obſerved by the landlady, ſhe applied to my inter- 
preter for an explanation; but learning nothing ſatisfac- 
tory from him, ſhe appeared preatly diſtreſſed, and often 
exclaimed in a piteous tone, miſerable ! miſerable! I was 
at laſt reduced to the neceſſity of cooking for myſelf, in 
which I had many difficulties to encounter, from the 
want of kitchen utenſils. Two bricks placed edgeways 
with ſticks laid acroſs, was the only contrivance I had the 
means of ſubſtituting for a gridiron ; every thing elſe was 
conſiſtent with this ſpecimen. By way of conſolation, 
they informed me I ſuffer:d no peculiar inconvenience, 
for that the town in general was no better ſupplied with 
houſehold conveniences, or other accommodations, than 
our hoſteſs ; I was therefore perhaps better off with her 
than 
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than I ſhould have been elſewhere, as no perſon could 


have been more ſolicitous to ſerve or oblige us. 


Ir may ſcem ſtrange that I ſhould continue for many 
days in a ſituation ſo very uncomfortable, when a few 
hours might have conveyed me within reach of every 
convenience and accommodation the country afforded. 
The truth is, I had given my hobby-horſe the rein. 
The caſtle of Marxburgh had caught my attention, and I 
could not leave Braubach without adding to my collec- 
tion, the different views of an object which ſtruck me as 
peculiarly beautiful and romantic. This caſtle, which 
belonged formerly to the Prince Palatine, was a place of 
conſiderable ſtrength ; but being deſtroyed as a fortreſs in 
1689, when the palatinate was laid waſte by Louis the 
Fourteenth, has not ſince been repaired. It afterwards 
devolved by treaty or exchange, with the bailiwick of 
Braubach, to the Prince of Heſſe-Darmſtadt, who has 
converted it into a ſtate priſon. 


AMONG its preſent inhabitants is a Jacobin Prior, who 
has ſuffered the loſs of liberty for more than twenty years, 
for preſuming to write againſt ſuperſtition. The Prince 
is tormented with a dread of ſpirits, ſince the death of a 


favourite, 
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favourite, which he occaſioned in the chace ; and ſleeps in 
an apartment lightened with wax candles, and furniſhed 
with guards.—He has committed the government to his 
eldeſt fon. The caſtle of Marxburgh is likewiſe the 
place of confinement to which the prince ſends his miſ- 
treſles, if they have the misfortune to incur his jealouſy or 
diſpleaſure. In 1782, Madam Blanquette fell under his 
ſuſpicion, and was committed to this priſon. She pre- 
vailed on the ſervant who brought her proviſions, to ex- 
change dreſſes with her, and eſcaped. The prince doom- 
ed the ſervant to the fate intended for his miſtreſs, and 
confiſcated her effects. The caſtle is guarded by militia. 


Tux peaſants in this principality are Serfs, or ſlaves; 
they muſt ſerve four years before they are allowed to mar- 
ry: and if they deſert, become the property of govern- 
ment. When the Prince takes the diverſion of hunting, 
the peaſants, to the amount of four or five hundred, are 
obliged to form a circle, and to drive the game to a deſ- 
tined ſpot. If one of them kills a hare, and is diſcovered, 
he is condemned to the hard lot of being chained to a 
wheel-barrow, in which he conveys ſtones, or dirt, for 
the remainder of his life, to and from the capital. 
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THe rock on which the caſtle of Marxburgh is ſitu- 
ated, ſtands cloſe to Braubach ; and is repreſented, with a 
part of the town and a very ſmall part of the caſtle, in the 
thirteenth plate. The grandeur of this object, indepen- 
dent of other circumſtances, was ſufficient to attract my 
attention; but there was a ſingularity in its appearance, 
that claimed particular notice. The fide which faces the 
town is extremely craggy ; and broken into an infinite 
variety of forms, from which a fanciful obſerver might 
collect ample ſubject for the exerciſe of his imagination. 


The prominent parts of its ſurface were tinted with co- 
lours, as various as the forms it exhibited ; the receſſes 
richly planted with vines, and a red herbage interſperſed, 
formed a rich and pleaſing contraſt to the barren appear- 
ance, and leſs lively colouring of its craggy projections; 
the whole compoſing an aſſemblage of tints, which, 
faithfully repreſented in a picture, might pleaſe the eye, 
but would never induce a belief that any ſcene exiſts, in 
which they are ſo united by the hand of Nature. 


Tunis view was taken from the centre of a vineyard, 
repreſented in the fore-ground, from whence a corner 


only of the caſtle could be ſeen ; but there was no other 
ſituation ſo advantageous to a juſt repreſentation of the 
rock, 
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rock, on which it ſtands ; an object which, in my judg- 
ment, well deſerved to be the principal figure of a diſtinct 
ſubject. 


On my return to my lodging, I enquired of my inter- 
preter, if he could procure me a violin; he ſaid he would 
endeavour, and in this inſtance acquitted himſelf to my 
ſatisfaction. My performance was attended with the 
ſame inconvenience I had experienced from the ſavages 
of Ober-weſel. The operation of tuning my inſtrument, 
aſſiſted (as I apprehend) by the officiouſneſs of my inter- 
preter, collected a mob about the houſe, and before I had 
amuſed myſelf many minutes, the door of my apartment 
was ſuddenly forced open ; forms arranged on the outſide, 
were occupied by a numerous audience, who appeared to 
be as much charmed with the notes of my crazy fiddle, 
as were the beaſts of yore with the harp of Orpheus. I 
deſiſted as ſoon as I poſſibly could without the hazard of 
giving offence, and perhaps expoſing myſelf to inſult. 
This interruption of my amuſement ſent me early to bed, 
where I had the mortification to find that I was no better 
lodged than fed. What I lay upon was compoſed of 
ftraw, and inſtead of blankets, a thin feather-bed was 
laid over me, but too ſhort to cover my feet. 


I AROSE 
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I AROSE at the firſt appearance of day-light, and leaving 
my companion (who was faſt aſleep) to his repoſe, went 
in ſearch of a ſituation from whence the caftle might be 
taken in the beſt point of view. The fourteenth and fif- 
teenth plates deſcribe what I found to be the moſt beauti- 
ful and pittoreſque view of it. At the time I delineated 
the fourteenth plate, the ſun ſhone full on the caſtle, which 
added very much to the beauty of its natural appearance; 
and, as will always be the caſe when an artiſt makes a 
judicious choice of the moment of delineation, rendered 
the repreſentation more perfect, the execution of it more 
eaſy, and the production, when finiſhed, infinitely more 
pleaſing. 


Nor thinking I had done ſufficient juſtice to the ſub- 
je& in the two views I had taken of the caſtle of Marx- 
burgh, and of the rock on which it ſtands, I went down 
the river in ſearch of a ſpot from whence a larger, and 
more general view of them might be taken to advantage. 
The reſult of this little excurſion is given in the fifteenth 
plate, which repreſents the north-eaſt front of the caſtle. 
The vines that occupy the fore-ground were uncommon- 
ly tall; the height to which they uſually run, is about 
three feet, theſe grew as high at leaſt as Engliſh hops. 

The 


HINTS OF OCCURRENCES. 79 


—— net - - = . i — — ———— EY 


The trees that fill the intermediate ſpace between the 
vineyard and the rock, were of various kinds, their edges 
on one fide being beautifully illumined by a ſmart light 
which fell principally on the rock, and infinitely improv- 
ed its natural beauty; theſe circumſtances, with the ſitua- 
tion and pyramidal form of the caſtle, the ſtyle of the 
country that forms the back-ground, and of the nearer ob- 
jects which contribute more immediately to the pittoreſque 
beauty and luxuriancy of the ſubject, compoſe, in my 
judgment, a landſcape as pleaſing, as intereſting, and ro- 
mantic, as can be imagined. 


My ſtation in taking this view, was a little below 
Braubach ; oppoſite to which was Renſe, a ſmall town in 
the electorate of Cologne. Being extremely pleaſed with 
my acquiſition, I returned in high ſpirits to the inn; and 
having no further motive to prolong my ſtay at Braubach, 
I ſettled my bill with the landlord, diſcharged my inter- 
preter, and embarked in the paſſage-boat for Ober-Lahn- 
ſtein, a pretty village at a ſmall diſtance from Braubach, 
belonging to the Elector of Treves. Our company con- 
ſiſted of near a hundred perſons ; the boat, which was 
barge-built, was large enough to have contained a much 
greater number. We had not the good fortune to meet 

with 
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with any perſon on board who ſpoke French. The tops 
of the buildings of Ober-Lahnſtein, which are introduced 
in the thirteenth plate, and appeared from the rock at 
Braubach like ſteeples and towers, had flattered us with 
the hopes that our ſituation, with reſpect to accommoda- 
tions, would be much improved. Theſe hopes, how- 


ever, vaniſhed on a nearer approach. 


As ſoon as we landed, having no interpreter, we ſtroll- 
ed through the town in ſearch of an inn, but finding 
none, we went into a public-houſe, as ſimilar as poſlible 
to that we had left. The landlady and her family collect- 
ted round us, but we could not make ourſelves at all intel- 
ligible to cach other. In about half an hour the accidental 
entrance of a perſon who ſpoke French, relieved us from 
ſome part of our difficulty. I propoſed immediately to en- 
gage him in our ſervice while we ſtayed ; but his ſituation 
would not allow him to attend us, or even to afford us any 
occalional aſſiſtance. He aſſured us likewiſe, with appa- 
rent concern for our diſtreſs, that he knew no perſon in 
the town or neighbourhood, who could interpret for us. 
After much conſultation with the landlady, he informed 
me a Gentleman lodged in the room over us, who under- 
ſtood French; but that he feared, from the landlady's ac- 
count, 
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count, we ſhould be nothing benefited by him, as he 
would neither ſee or ſpeak to any perſon. I acquainted 
him with the purpoſe of my viſiting Ober-Lahnſtein, de- 
fired he would explain it to the landlady, and intreat her 
to ſolicit for me, an interview with the Gentleman, before 
he left me. She readily undertook to deliver the meſſage, 
and returned in a few minutes with his poſitive refuſal to 
admit any body to ſee or ſpeak to him ; but after much 
intreaty, conſented to anſwer queſtions propoſed in writ- 
ing, or to explain what I ſhould ſet down for the inſtruc- 
tion of the landlady. 


Tux firſt occaſion on which I troubled him, was to 
inform her that I was in a ſtate of health that would not 
allow me to make uſe of oil or butter, or to eat any thing 
acid; and to requeſt therefore, that ſhe would prepare my 
victuals accordingly, which he communicated and ex- 
plained to her. She perſiſted, however, in the German 
method of baſting the meat with vinegar, and ſerving it 
up with a ſauce in which oil and vinegar were the chief 
ingredients. I procured from my correſpondent a direc- 
tion written in German to as little purpoſe ; and finding 
I had no alternative but to cook for myſelf or ſtarve, I 
took my poſt in the kitchen. 

G THis 
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TH1s preſumption very nearly occaſioned my being 
turned out of the houſe. The following note from our 
correſpondent, which was delivered to me at dinner, de- 
termined me to conduct myſelf in future with more cau- 
tion; The Gentleman above-ſtairs makes his compli- 
ments to the Gentlemen below-ſtairs, and informs them 
« that the landlady is very much incenſed at being put out 
© of her way. She ſays it is the firſt time her method of 
cook ing has been found fault with; that when people 
come into a ſtrange country, they ought to conform to 
« its cuſtoms and manner of living, and that if the Gen- 
*« tlemen do not like their entertainment they may leave 
« it.” Bad as our ſituation was, it might ſtill be worſe : $ 
I therefore wrote an immediate anſwer, deſiring he would 
inform her, that I was highly ſenſible of her culinary 
merit, and if my health would allow me to indulge my 
appetite, ſhould be highly gratified with her cookery ; 
and in ſhort, to ſay any thing elſe for me that would be 
likely to appeaſe her. 


Tuis ſubmiſſion was graciouſly received, and procured 
tor me greater indulgence in the article of eating, than I 
had been able to obtain by expoſtulation, intreaty, or 
complaint. The old lady was all complacence, and her 

daughters, 
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daughters, who ſung delightfully, exerted their muſical 
powers to entertain us. They gave us a great variety of 
ſongs, many of them conſiſted of parts, in which they 
diſplayed great taſte, were perſectly in tune, and kept 
exact time. 


Tux want of language to expreſs our admiration, did 
not prevent their perceiving how much they had charmed 
us; nor was the pleaſure they received from our commen- 
dations leſs viſible. They continued with us till bed-time, 
and repeated their viſits every evening in the ſame manner 
whilſt we ſtaid at their houſe. Pleaſed with this agreca- 


dle concluſion of the commotions of the day, which had 


very much diſcompoſed me, I retired to reſt in better 
ſpirits, and in a better humour with my ſituation than I 
perhaps ſhould have felt, if nothing had ariſen to diſturb 


HavinG ſketched in idea ſeveral views from the envi- 
rons of Ober-Lahnſtein, which might take ſome days to 
complete, I determined that nothing reſpecting our table 
or accommodations ſhould diſconcert me ; and was there- 
fore perfectly free from the apprehenſion of giving or receiv- 
ing offence from any other cauſe. But in this I preſumed 

G 2 too 
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too much upon my good fortune. The next day, being 
Sunday, I walked out pretty early; and meeting the per- 
ſon who had negociated for us with the landlady when we 
firſt arrived, prevailed on him to return with me to break- 
faſt. The good woman took the opportunity of his aſſiſt- 
ance, to acquaint me that a great number of people reſorted 
to her houſe on Sundays, who were always entertained in 
the room we occupied; and to requeſt the uſe of it for that 
day. I readily conſented, and immediately ordered my 
baggage, &c. to be removed to an apartment up-ſtairs, 
which the ſaid was at my ſervice. 


THe little buſtle occaſioned by this operation, had a 
wonderful effect on the temper and nerves of our correſ- 
pondent, the reaſon of which I did not then underſtand. 
He was enraged beyond meaſure at our daring to intrude 
upon him, after the poſitive declaration he had made in his 
original treaty with us, that no perſon but the people of 
the houſe ſhould approach him. For he conſidered our 
taking poſſeſſion of an adjoining room on the ſame floor 
with him, as an invaſion of his terrritory ; or at leaſt, a 
breach of the conditions on which he conſented to correſ- 
pond with us. He would liſten to no explanation, nor 
be ſatisfied with any thing but our inſtantly returning to 

the 
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the ground- floor, and intimated that he would otherwiſe 


have no further communication with us. We were too 


dependent on his ſervices to give any oppoſition to his hu- 
mour. The perſon who had breakfaſted with us, being 
a witneſs to this tranſaction, I indulged a curioſity (very 
natural under the circumſtances of the moment) to learn 
ſomething of the character and ſituation of our neighbour. 
His account perfectly reconciled us to the myſteriouſneſs 
and ſeeming oddity of his behaviour. His affairs, he 
ſaid, were much embarraſſed, and the extreme caution 
he had uſed in his intercourſe with us, was owing to the 
apprehenſion of being arreſted ; as the bailiffs were practi- 
ſing every ſtratagem in their power to take him ; and that 
the landlady having neglected to acquaint him with her 
intention to remove us for that day, he actually concluded 
we were myrmidons of the law who had ſolicited his aſſiſt- 
ance under a feigned diſtreſs, for the inſidious purpoſe of 
entrapping him. 


Ov viſitor having taken his leave, and no place but 
the kitchen being open to us, we again ſtrolled out. 
Whilſt we were contemplating the remains of a large 
building, the original uſe of which we did not compre- 
hend, a Gentleman accoſted us in Engliſh, and having 

obſerved 
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obſerved that we examined the ruin with ſome degree of 
curioſity, informed us it had been the reſervoir of an aque- 
duct, built by the Romans for the uſe of Nieder-Lahn- 
ſtein. He entered freely into converſation with us, and 
appeared to be well acquainted with the country. I 
thought we had made a fortunate acquiſition in his ac- 
quaintance ; but we learnt too ſoon that he was bound for 
Treves, and would ſet off in half an hour. 


He ſpoke with rapture of the beauty and fertility of 
this ele ctorate: but lamented the weakneſs of the Elector. 
He repreſented him as the moſt pious and devout, but the 
moſt bigotted of all the eccleſiaſtical electors; the go- 
vernment, he ſaid, was directed by a fluctuating miniſtry, 
preſiding over monks permanently powerful : rewards and 
puniſhments were principally directed to the obſervance 
of meagre days, and a traveller in Lent may not purchaſe 
an indulgence for his dinner, at a leſs price than fifty 
ducats of the currency. In the holy week the cure or 
vicar viſits all the families of his paniſh, and requires bil- 
lets of confeſſion. Eight days afterwards he repeats his 
viſit, demanding a certificate of communion. If any are 
found deficient in theſe teſtimonials of their ſubmiſſion to 
the diſcipline and authority of the church, they are ſum- 

moned 
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moned by an eccleſiaſtical ſynod ; the ſmalleſt inconveni- 
ence attending this proceſs, is an expence of eight or ten 
pounds ſterling. 


HE related this with ſtrong marks of indignation, and 
ſeemed very deſirous to impreſs me with an opinion, that 
the poverty, idleneſs, and ignorance which every where 
appeared in the eccleſiaſtical ſtates of the empire, were 
the effects only of ſuperſtition, and that the ſubjects of 
theſe ſtates were not in reality (what every ſtranger muſt 
conceive them to be), an inferior order of beings. After 
congratulating us on the happineſs of living under the Eng- 
liſh government, he took leave, politely expreſſing his 
regret that he could ſtay no longer with us. 


THe firſt ſubject I delineated, is that of the ſixtcenth 
plate. The building, in the Flemiſh ſtyle, is the caſtle : 
which, having ramparts behind, a bridge in front, and a 
variety of trecs on the wall, furniſhes a very pleaſing pic- 
ture ; though the ſcene be different from any hitherto giv- 
en. Every perſon of taſte will perceive that the diſtant 
proſpect has a very fine effect. 


Havixs 
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Havixs finiſhed my drawing of the ſubject which 
concludes the preceding Number, I went in ſearch of a 
ſpot from whence the caſtle of Lonach, which ſtands on 
an eminence at a ſmall diſtance from the town of Ober- 
Lahnſtein, might be taken in a favourable point of view. 
This purpoſe was ſoon accompliſhed. The Gothic Arch 
with the draw-bridge, repreſented in the fore-ground of 
the ſeventeenth plate, lying in my way towards Lonach, 
and being ſo ſituated as to admit their being introduced in 
the ſame plate with the caſtle, determined me to take my 
ſketch from that ſtation. They formed indeed too inter- 
eſting a part of the ſcene to be paſſed by; for though at 
preſent they are of no uſe, the building being a mere ruin, 
they are regarded by the inhabitants of Ober-Lahnſtein as 
a proof of the ancient grandeur of the town, to which they 
unqueſtionably formed a reſpectable entrance. Theſe 
objects, with the road and the diſtant landſcape that are 
ſeen through the arch, have a charming effect; and 
though they occupy the fore-ground, enrich and enliven 
the ſubje without diminiſhing by their preſence the 
grandeur or pittoreſque effect of the chief object. The 
caſtle is a very large and extenſive ruin ; is of great anti- 
quity ; and was formerly a place of conſiderable ſtrength 
and importance. It was fortified under the direction of 

the 


HINTS OF OCCURRENCES. 8g 


the famous Vauban, at the time of the German League; 
but aſterwards deſtroyed by the Swedes. Great quanti- 
ties of lava, petrefactions, ſhells, and large ſtones of a 
pentagonal form, like thoſe ſeen at Lintz between Cob- 
lentz and Bonne, being found here, it is not improbable 
that the buildings of the caſtle (ſome of which are of 
uncommon height) have ſuffered as much from other cau- 
ſes as from the rage of war, or the deſtructive hand of 


time. 


LOXACH was one of the beſt and fineſt commandaries 
of the Teutons, an order of knights inſtituted at the latter 
end of the twelfth century by the then Patriarch of Jcru- 
ſalem, in favor of the German nobles, who acted as vo- 
lunteers, and diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the war under- 
taken by the Emperor Frederick, and other Chriſtian 
princes, againſt Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, for the reco- 
very of the Holy Land. The number of theſe knights, 
Vith their grand maſter (who reſided at this caſtle) was 
forty. The order was both military and hoſpitable. 
They were held in great eſteem, and were much regarded 
by all Chriſtian princes, who teſtified their affection to- 
wards them by frequent and magnificent preſents, and by 
conferring on them particular privileges and honors. 

Their 
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Their power and property continued to increaſe till the 
beginning of the laſt century, when they began to decline 
more rapidly than they had riſen. Moſt of their com- 
mandaries (which comprehended twelve provinces) are 
now polleſſed by the ſons or younger branches of the fami. 
lies of the German princes. 


BEING impatient for a better acquaintance with this 
venerable ruin, than could be acquired at a diſtance, I 
contented myſelf for the preſent with a ſlight ſketch of the 
ſubject, and haſtened to gratify my curioſity. The acceſs 
to the caſtle being broken by rocks beautifully cloathed 
with vines, or covered with a rich herbage, rendered the 
aſcent leſs formidable in appearance, and deceived me 
very much with reſpec to the real height of the mountain 
on which it ſtands. I found on reaching the caſtle that 
I had been as much deceived in the magnitude and extent 
of its buildings, as in the altitude of its ſituation, 


Tuis part of the electorate of Treves being populous, 
well cultivated, and extremely fruitful in corn and wine, 
the country on all ſides was delightful ; but the view from 
the gate of the high tower, which is the ſubject of the 
eighteenth plate, was more enchanting than any thing I 

had 
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had ever ſeen. The building ſituated in the centre, on a 
high and beautifully variegated rock, is a hermitage, the 
retreat of two hermits; the one an old ſoldier, who, 
after ſerving thirty-ſix years in an imperial corps, retired 
to this place, which he has inhabited more than forty 
years. The other, a young man of twenty-two (the ſon 
of a dancing-maſter at Treves), who for a ſhort time had 
ſerved likewiſe in the imperial army ; but being diſguſted 
with the profligacy and profaneneſs of the ſoldiers with 
whom he was obliged to aſſociate, and being of a turn of 
mind unſuited to a military life, he prevailed on his fa- 
ther (who had acquired intereſt by inſtructing the pages of 
the court) to ſolicit his diſcharge, and a licence to com- 
mence hermit ; the laws of the country not permitting 
him, without a ſpecial diſpenſation, to devote himſelf, at 
ſo early a period of life, to retirement. They are each 
poſſeſſed of a garden and a ſmall vineyard, which they 
cultivate with great care ; but their chief employment is 
begging. They derive, likewiſe, conſiderable advantage 
from the pious donations of ſuperſtitious perſons of both 
ſexes, and from the liberality of country lovers, who 
reſort annually to the hermitage, to invoke the Virgin, of 
whom they have an image in their oratory, which is ſaid 
to be endowed with the power of performing great mira- 

cles. 
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cles. The good hermits, by theſe means, contrive to 
make a tolerable livel:hood. 


Tur v are both of the order of St. Francis. Their 
cells are ſituated near a mineral ſpring, the water of which 
is ſour—a quality particularly pleaſant to German palates. 
The hermits drink of it apparently with as much luxury as 
if it were the moſt delicious wine. The taſte for acids 
which univerſally prevails in this part of Germany, is 
probably acquired by the early and conſtant ufe of a thin 
ſour Rheniſh, the common and almoſt only beverage in 
the countries bordering on the Rhine. There is likewiſe, 
at a ſmall diſtance from the hermitage, a ſpring of hot 
water, which is ſaid to be an infallible remedy for moſt of 
the diſorders to which horſes are ſubjeQ : it is peculiarly 
efficacious in complaints of their heels and feet, on which 
it operates like a charm. There is a bath appropriated to 
their ſervice, and is called the Horſe Bath. 


Tux prodigious height of the mountain on which the 
caſtle of Lonach ſtands, and from whence this view was 
taken, preſented the whole country beneath in what is 
technically called a Bird's-Eye View; a circumſtance 
which enabled me to enrich the compoſition with objects 

that 
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that could not have been introduced if the drawing had 
been made in a leſs elevated ſituation. The woods which 
compoſe the back ground of the hermitage, and form a 
pleaſing relief to the naked brow of the immenſe rock that 
ſupports it, would not have met the eye from any other 
point. The village, the river, and even the hermitage it- 
ſelf would have loſt much of their preſent effect, if depriv- 
ed of the beauty and importance they derive from being 
comprehended and relatively contemplated in one ſcene. 
I felt a pleaſure in delineating this ſubject, that was 
perfectly new to me; for having never aſcended in a 
balloon, the opportunity of taking ſuch a ſurvey had never 
occurred. 


I pid not leave this enchanting ſcene without fully gra- 
tifying my curioſity in examining the caſtle. It was by 
far the largeſt and moſt extenſive of any I had ſeen. The 
labour it muſt have coſt to convey the materials of ſuch 
enormous buildings to ſo vaſt a height, was a natural ſub- 
ject of reflection and aſtoniſhment ; and it was hardly 
poſlible, whilſt my mind was ſo occupied, to avoid 
lamenting its deſtruction. This fortreſs, indeed, having 
for ages belonged to the Teutonic order, and conſequently 
becn devoted to hoſpitality and other purpoſes of benevo- 

lence, 


94 HINTS OF OCCURRENCES, 


— ' . bãͤ . — — 


lence, its ruins command greater reſpect, and excite 
ſtronger ſentiments of regret, than the fate of the nume- 
rous caſtles in the circles of the Rhine, that were erected 
for other purpoſes and occupied by very different maſters. 
For all the caſtles which have been erected on the banks 
of the Rhine, and the ſummits of the mountains of 
Germany, were uſed as places of ſecurity to petty lords, 
or heads of robbing parties, at a period when the law 
of force alone prevailed. From theſe ſituations they 
frequently deſcended like birds of prey from their neſts, 
committing depredations on all around them, and re- 
turning loaded with their booty. When attacked in their 
ſaſtneſſes, their mode of defence was by wielding an arti- 
ficial rock, which they called a Fiſt ; and the uſe of it in 
offence and defence was denominated in German by a 
phraſe which may be tranilated the · Right of the Fiſt.” 
When ſomething like a police was introduced, theſe old 
caltles were quitted for villages and towns ; but the pro- 
perty, eſpecially the land acquired by depredation and vio- 
tence, continued to be annexed to the caſtles. Hence 
the origin of thoſe numerous petty princes, with which 
Germany abounds, and who have lineally ſucceeded each 
other to the preſent time. When ſyſtems of public de- 

fence were adopted on a large ſcale, or enterprizes of 
ambition, 
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ambition, of great extent, were to be favoured, or coun- 
teracted, theſe petty ſovereigns united, and gradually inſti- 
tuted thoſe leagues from which the political conſtitution 
of Germany ariſes. 


I 1NTENDED before I returned to Ober-Lahnſtein to 
have paid my reſpects to the hermits ; but my attention 
and curioſity had been ſo taken up with the beauties of 
Lonach, that I kept no reckoning of time, and was con- 
ſequently obliged to defer this gratification till the next 
day, which we had fixed upon for our departure. No- 
thing I had conceived of the ſituation of the hermitage, 
did juſtice to its real beauty: there is ſcarcely any thing 
charming in nature, that was not clearly ſeen from this 
delightful habitation. Many of the objects which con- 
tributed to render the proſpect from this place in a ſupe- 
. rior degree captivating, were too minute to be diſtinguiſhed 
with much effect from the caſtle. The hermits them- 
ſelves appeared to be in poſſeſſion of the two chief in- 
gredients of happineſs — health of body and peace of 
mind; and I took leave of them with a firm perſuaſion 
that their condition was more adapted to excite envy, 
than to move compaſſion. 
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As ſoon as we returned to the inn (having before pre- 
pared for our departure) we deſired to know the amount 
of our debt to the houſe ; for they do not, like Engliſh 
inn-keepers, furniſh bills of particulars to their gueſts. 


The ſum ſtated by our hoſteſs being greater than we ex- 
pected, and much more than ought, upon any calculation, 
to have been charged, we endeavoured to make her ſenſi- 
ble that we thought it unreaſonable, and expected an 
abatement ; but inſtead of complying, ſhe put us out of 
all patience by affecting to underſtand that we were 
perfectly ſatisfied. Having no other poſſible means of 
redreſs, I ſubmitted with ſome reluctance to ſolicit the 
interpoſition of the Gentleman above ſtairs, who being 
now convinced that we meant him no harm, had recovered 
his good humour, and very readily undertook the office of 
taxing our bill, He was not indeed wholly diſinter- 
eſted in bringing our landlady to ſome degree of mode- 
ration in her method of charging. After duly conſidering 
the caſe on both ſides, he determined that a fourth part 
of the bill ſhould be taken off, to which the landlady 
aſſented without heſitation ; and we all parted in perfect 
good humour with each other. 
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We now proceeded on our voyage down the Rhine, in 
the common paſſage-boat, which we found, as uſual, 
crowded with paſſengers ; but not a ſingle perſon among 
them with whom we could hold the leaſt converſation. 
We accompanied them only to the entrance of the river 
Lahn, which empties itſelf into the Rhine from the 
oppoſite ſhore. We advanced immediately to the little 
town of Nether-Lahnſtein, which is very near the place 
where we landed. Having no means of obtaining infor- 
mation, we went into the firſt public houſe we diſcovered ; 
the accommodations were pretty much in the ſtile of thoſe 
we had lately been obliged to put up with, the proviſions 
if poſſible worſe ; but the incivility and inſolence of the 
people of the houſe exceeded all that we had experienced in 
Germany or any other country. I therefore determined 
to ſpend as little time as poſſible among theſe ſavages. 


Tus caſtle of Capelle, which I had ſeen from the 
rock at Marxburgh, but more perfectly from Lonach, 
being the object which attracted me to this place, I was 
very much delighted on entering the apartment allotted us, 
to find that no ſituation could be more favorable to my 
purpoſe of making a drawing of it ; for the caſtle, as re- 
preſented in the nineteenth plate, was directly fronting 

H the 
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the windows. The diſtance the happy diſtribution of 
light and ſhadow which prevailed at the moment ;—the 
ſuxuriancy and beautiful forms of the woods in which it 
ſcemed to be emboſomed the vineyards, lawns, and 
rocks, alternately interpoſed as if to decorate the ſcene ;— 
the river, which is of great importance to the general ef- 
ſet ;—the pretty village of Ober-Lahnſtein, lying at the 
foot of the rock, and forming a humble contraſt to the 
ſituation and grandeur of the caſtle—being preſented to 
my view at the ſame inſtant, it was not poſſible to avoid 
giving this ſcene a decided preference to any landſcape I 
had ever ſeen. Though my appetite was in perfect tune 
for dinner, I was too much occupied with the ſubject be- 
fore me to ſpare a moment's attention to any other con- 
cern. Leaving my companion, therefore, to cater, I 
inſtantly began my drawing. 


CAPELLE was anciently a large town, and in its day 
mult have been a place of conſiderable conſequence, as a 
military poſt. It was built by the Romans, and in point 
of date is ranked amongſt the antiquities in the circles of 
the Rhine, next to Treves. The Roman emperors who 
ſtayed any time in Gaul, reſiding chiefly in that city, oc- 
calionally viſited and ſpent a part of their time at Capelle. 

Among 
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Among the ruins in the environs of the caſtle, are ſome 
remains of very fine and extenſive buildings, ſuppoſed to 
have been erected by Tiberius; many parts of them are 
tolerably perfect, and diſplay evident marks of grandeur 
and elegance. 


GREAT quantities of Roman medals, and coins of dif- 
ferent periods, are found here, of which the Count de La 
Laye has made a choice collection. His cabinet has been 
ſupplied from hence with a prodigious variety of foſſils and 
petrefactions, ſome of which are very curious, and it is 
ſaid are no where to be met with but in the neighbourhood 
of Capelle. The count has likewiſe had the good fortune to 
recover a few figures in bronze, of exquiſite workmanſhip, 
and in fine preſervation. A cemetery of great antiquity, 
containing an immenſe number of ſtone coffins, having 
been diſcovered in the laſt century, the country people im- 
mediately ſet about removing them, and they are now 
univerſally uſed by the inhabitants of Nether Lanſtein and 
its neighbourhood, as ſinks for their kitchens, as water- 
troughs and mangers for their cattle, or for any other 
purpoſe to which they are applicable. Yet theſe people 
are extremely ſuperſtitious, and entertain the moſt abſurd 
opinions and apprehenſions about ſpirits and hobgoblins. 

H 2 With 
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With each coffin a lamp was depoſited ; and one inſtance 
only hath occurred of any diſtinction, in which the coffin 
inſtead of one, contained many lamps, accompanied with 
a bottle of wine; and I was confidently aſſured that ſome 
part of the wine remained, and was very excellent, though 
it could not have lain there leſs than five hundred years. 
Something like a pillar, which from its weight ſeemed to 
be ſolid, was formerly found by perſons digging near the 
caſtle; being taken up, and appearing to be of no uſe or 
value, it was thrown by, and the boys of the neighbour- 
hood amuſed and exerciſed themſelves for half a century in 
rolling it from place to place. This practice was conti- 
nued till by long and repeated violence it burſt, and diſ- 
cloſed a treaſure of immenſe value; for the ſuppoſed pil- 
lar turned out to be a tube curiouſly cloſed at the ends, 
and completely filled with pieces of pure gold of an octa- 
gon form. 


Tae great revolutions that have happened, and the long 
and frequent wars in which this country has been engaged, 
might fairly account for the concealment of any treaſure 
already found, or that accident may hereafter diſcover. 
And as Capelle was the occaſional reſidence of emperors 
and kings who were critically circumſtanced, it may be 
reaſonably 
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reaſonably preſumed that it has been, and perhaps ſtill is 
the repoktory of much hidden treaſure, and many ancient 
and valuable curioſities. Marſhal TuRExE made it for a 
conſiderable time the quarter of his corps de reſerve ; the 
caſtle was then habitable, and retained ſome appearance 
of its ancient grandeur : but the Swedes under Charles the 
Twelfth, gave the finiſhing ſtroke to its importance as a 
fortreſs, and to its remaining beauty as an edifice, by ut- 
terly demoliſhing what had eſcaped the ravages of former 
wars. The Count de La Laye has the honor to be the 
preſent maſter of this beautiful and venerable ruin. 


Bx rox I had finiſhed my outline, my nephew came to 
inform me that dinner was ready, and that a gentleman 
who ſpoke French, and was bound for Coblentz, deſired 
my permiſſion to join us. I gladly conſented, and he 
entered almoſt at the ſame inſtant with the dinner. Being 
ſenſible, well-bred, and perfectly acquainted with the 
country, his company was at this time an agreeable acqui- 
ſition ; at an earlier ſtage of my tour it would have been 
invaluable. It was his intention to have proceeded imme- 
diately towards Coblentz, but finding the purpoſe which 
brought me to Nether-Lahnſtein would neceſſarily detain 


* 
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me till the next day, he obligingly ſubmitted to accom- 


modate himſelf to my convenience. 


THovGH perſecuted with the fumes of ſour crout, and 
the pungent effluvia of vinegar ſauce, which never failed to 
diſorder me, I have frequently fat down to more ſumptu- 
ous repaſts with leſs ſatisfaction. The inconvenience we 
had ſuffered in the laſt ten days from our total unacquaint- 
ance with the language of the country had very much diſ- 
heartened me. The agreeable and unexpected change 
which the gentleman's arrival made in our fituation, had 
therefore its full effect upon my mind. Paſt difficulties 
were forgotten, and future ones being at leaſt provided 
againſt while the gentleman continued with us, I felt 
more comfortable, and my ſpirits were more enlivened 
than at any time ſince I left England. 


THrovcn we did not ſpend much time at our dinner, 
the appearance of the landſcape, when I reſumed my pen- 
cl, was ſo altered from the ſun having changed its ſituati- 
on, that I could not finiſh the drawing to my ſatisfaction 
till the next day. As ſoon as I had ſucceeded, and the 
bill was ſettled, we ſet out for Haverdorf, a village ſitua- 
ted on the eaſt ſide of the Rhine, about half way between 

Nether- 
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Nether-Lahnſtein and Coblentz. From hence we had 
a fine view of the caſtle of Ehrenbreiſtein, which ſtands 
on the eaſt ſide of the river, and is directly oppoſite to 
Coblentz. The gentleman obſerving I was ſtruck with 
its appearance, deſired I would not ſuffer the conſidera- 
tion of detaining him to prevent my adding this view to 
my collection. Availing myſelf of his politeneſs, I ſet 
immediately about drawing it. I ſhould indeed have 
paſſed it by with ſome regret, as a pittoreſque object; 
but I was the more indebted to his civility becauſe the 
ſubject was connected with, and forms a neceſſary com- 
panion to, the twenty-firſt plate, in which this famous 
and important fortreſs is more fully delineated. From 
Haverdorf we took boat to Coblentz : the face of the 
country on both ſides of the river was beautified and infi- 
nitely varied, as far as the eye could reach, with little hills, 
vineyards, caſtles, convents, and a great number of villas 
and pleaſure houſes, which formed a ſucceſſion of ſcenes 
in this little voyage, more numerous and beautiful than can 


IT was not my object to contemplate cities, or to exa- 
mine their government and police, I ſhould otherwiſe 
have procured ſome materials of entertainment at Cob- 

lentz. 
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lentz. Its advantageous ſituation rendered it a key to the 
electorate of Treves: and the records of military paſſes 
in Germany abound with anecdotes, legends, and hiſtori- 
cal events. It has been taken by the Spaniards and by the 
Swedes ; and the different occurrences in the tranſactions 
of nations ſo oppoſite in religion and manners, have given 
riſe to abundant traditions, which I have not leiſure to 
diſcriminate or to relate. 


To ſome artiſts the ſtrong works of this place, erected 
at various periods, would afford proper ſubjects. But 
I have no taſte for baſtions, half-moons, counterſcarps, 
and covered ways, unleſs they form appendages, or give 
effect to a large and pi 


ue view. 


THe ſtone bridge over the Moſelle, which I had been 
prepared to conſider as ſomething extraordinary, made me 
recollect with pleaſure the ſuperior ſtate of this ſpecies of 
architecture in my own country, where the offenſive diſ- 
proportion of its length and breadth would be deemed an 
inexcuſable fault. It conſiſts of fourteen arches ; but is 
ſo narrow that coaches are made to paſs each other with 
ſome difficulty and caution. Its extremities, guarded by 
double gates, towers, port-cullifles, and cannon, impreſs 

that 
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that idea of fear and terror which metaphyſicians define to 
be ſublime; but to an enthuſiaſt for landſcapes, is no 
foundation of pleaſure. 


THe confluence of two large and rapid rivers, ſuch as 
the Rhine and the Moſelle, forms an object which inte- 
reſts a traveller, accuſtomed to ſmaller and gentler ſtreams. 
They ſeem for ſome time mutually to diſdain ſubjection 
or mixture, Each preſerves the color of its waters ; 
and they paſs down a great channel, as diſtin and inde- 


pendent powers. 


Tu citadel drew my attention, though not as a for- 
treſs. The paſſage of the Rhine on a flying bridge ;—the 
view of the citadel on a mountain ;—the difficulties of a 
winding yet ſteep aſcent ;—the poſition of the ſeveral 
gates ;—and the ſuperior importance even in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, of the ſtatues of the Virgin Mary, with which this 
place ſeemed to be peculiarly guarded—would have afford- 
ed anecdotes to any traveller who could have directed 
his attention to the moral and religious hiſtory of a ſuper- 
ſtitious people. 


Tus 
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THe view from the citadel is extenſive and delightful. 
The palace, at the foot of a mountain, and on the ſhore 
of the Rhine the confluence of two magnificent 


ſtreams za bird's-eye view of the whole town, occupy- 
ing the peninſula to its extremities z the little iſlands 
which ſeem dropped into the rivers ; the convents em- 
boſomed in woods ;—the villages, caſtles, &c. which in- 
vite the eye to the diſtant hills, and give an uncommon 
intereſt to the horizon—theſe are ſubjects for a poet; 
or for a journalift who could combine hiſtorical know- 
ledge with the emotions excited by the contemplation of a 
grand, varied, and beautiful landſcape. 


A GENTLEMAN whom we found in the paſſage- boat, 
accompanied us to Coblentz ; and took us to an inn on 
the river's ſide, directly oppoſite to the caſtle of Ehren- 
breiſtein, of which I had already taken one view. Inthe 
way, we were ſtopped by an officer, who with the uſual 
jealouſy and intereſted inſolence of arbitrary governments, 
demanded our names, our buſineſs, how long we intended 
to remain in the town, and where we were afterwards 
going. 18 


Tur 
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THE hoſteſs at the inn was rough in her appearance, 
and rude in her manners. This was of great importance 
to an invalid; to whom her mode of cookery was almoſt 
equivalent to an interdict. We perceived, however, her 
temper was ſo ſtormy, that we conſidered the riſque of a 
little indiſpoſition, as leſs dreadful than that of her diſ- 
pleaſure ; and we humbly received what ſhe gave us, and 
at what hours ſhe pleaſed. Every thing ſhe condeſcended 
to do, was in the manner of conferring favors; and no 


ſtranger would have imagined that we were afterwards to 
be ſubject to her pecuniary demands. 


As my excurſions and journies had been hitherto con- 
fined to England, France, and Switzerland, the ſtrict 
ſuperſtitious devotion of Germany often ſurprized me, 
on my entrance into that country. Though we were in 
the dominions of a brother of the late and preſent em- 
peror ; there were no traces of that ſpirit of innovation, 
which once conſtituted their glory. The Archbiſhop 
of Treves inherits the ſevere religious ſpirit of MARIA 
THERESA; and his ſubjects, particularly the prieſts, record 
with ſolemn pride, the holy zeal with which he met and 
threw himſelf at the feet of the Pope, in his celebrated 
journey to Vienna; and the pious pains and trouble he 

was 
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was at, to give effect to the exhortations of the holy 
Father, to prevent the depredations of the late emperor 
on the poſſeſſions of the church. 


THOUGH the character of the archbiſhop is religious 
to the extremity of ſuperſtition, yet it is mild, amiable, 


and popular. By the manners of the people, it may, 


however, be diſcerned, that ſuperſtition is the prevailing 
ingredient of it. 


Osrxtyixc the ſummons of our hoſteſs to dinner, we 
perceived, on entering the parlour, a white friar, and a 
lady dreſſed in white cloth ſuch as the friar had on. 
They were accompanied by a little girl, and ſtanding in 
the middle of the room, while the dinner was ſmoking on 
the table. We made our obeiſance, of which they took 
not the leaſt notice; and they appeared planet-ſtruck. 
A little diſconcerted, we left the room, and ſought the 
clemency of our hoſteſs ; who happened to be in tolerable 
humour, and accompanied us to the parlour, to enquire 
the occaſion of our diſcomfiture at the appearance of her 
religious gueſts. The lady, who ſpoke French well, told 
us that after ſermon a certain bell was rung ; and it was 
their cuſtom during its ringing, to employ themſelves in 
prayer 
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prayer wherever they were, and whatever their engage- 
ment. The friar not underſtanding French, it took ſome 
time to explain to him the reaſons of our ſurprize ; but 
he did not ſeem to conſider them with that indignation or 
inſolent compaſſion which the Romiſh clergy are ſo apt 
to affect towards thoſe who are ignorant or diſinclined to 
their religion, 


WHEN this explanation had introduced us to each 
other, much more effeQtually than the offices of a maſter 
of the ceremonies, our converſation took a lively turn, in 
which the lady bore the principal part. She was inquiſi- 
tive and ſenſible; and with a different education would 
have been a very uſeful and amiable woman. 


Ar a ſmall diſtance from the inn, the varied grounds 
on the banks of the river, and forming the beautiful ſite of 
the archbiſhop's palace, offered me numerous ſpots for 
taking another view of the caſtle of Ehrenbreiſtein. The 
ftrength and extent of the fortifications ; the magnitude of 
particular parts ; the height and boldneſs of the craggy 
rock which ſuſtains them ; the contraſt of the palace and 
other capital buildings, which I wiſhed but could not 
contrive to introduce; created ſome difficulty. But I 


ſoon 
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ſoon choſe my ſtation, and took the view which is given 
in the twenty-firſt plate. 


THe ſubject was in nature illumined by the ſun nearly 
at noon: and I have endeavoured to make it ſhine with 
full force down the centre of the picture. The rocks are 
richly variegated in color, and charmingly decorated 
with trees. Adjoining the dark rock which is given on 
the right ſide of the picture, is a large draw-bridge, 
which would have greatly added to its beauty if I could 
have introduced it. 


THERE is hardly any circumſtance on the Continent ſo 
mortifying to the pride of an Engliſhman, as a compa- 
riſon of the general taſte for muſic in England, and that 
of almoſt every other country. Our ftreet-performers 
and ballad-ſingers, not only diſtreſs our humanity, but 
torture our ears. It is not ſo in Germany. If they are 
deititute of civil and religious liberty, and poor to the 
extremity of miſery, muſic is often their conſolation and 
delight. In a houſe adjoining our inn, we were daily 
amuſed by the performance of chorus-lingers, who often 
extorted our warmeſt admiration. 

Burt 
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Bur if we ſubſcribed to the ſuperiority of their art, 1 
found the people at Coblentz were not inſenſible to the 
ſuperiority of our manufactures. "The books I had taken 
with me from England, being filled, I ſent twenty ſheets 
of large drawing-paper to be bound up at a Stationer's. 
The man ſeemed highly delighted with the Engliſh paper; 
and propoſed to exchange it for ſome of his own: and 
when I refuſed him, he took away one half, and bound 
up the other. I ſent ſeveral meſſages ; but having paid 
him for his trouble, I could obtain no redreſs by negoci- 
ation: and my ſtay at Coblentz, perhaps happily, would 
not admit of my application to a magiſtrate, and acquiring 
any experience in the mode of adminiſtering juſtice. 
Having reconciled ourſelves to this mortification and 
inconvenience, with the philoſophy of experienced travel- 
lers, we hired a boat for Andernach, which we learnt to 
be at the diſtance of three German leagues. 


As we departed from Coblentz, the river became leſs 
rapid ; being leſs confined by mountains, which gradually 
retired to the diſtance of two miles, and formed very ex- 
tenſive, woody, beautiful valleys. 


THrovca 
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THOUGH our object was Andernach, our attention 
was firſt attracted by a town newly and regularly built, 
and ſituated on the oppoſite ſhore. I was tempted to 
take a view of it; but the houſes being all white, with 
black tops or coverings, I deſiſted for reaſons I need not 
explain to the artiſt or the man of taſte, This town has 
peculiarities, the origin of which we could not trace by 
ſuch enquiries as we had opportunities of making. The 
inhabitants enjoy a freedom of religion, and exemption 
from taxes, which are unaccountable on the ſuppoſition 
that they are ſubjeA to a German power. The privi- 
leges may poſſibly be decoys for the eſtabliſhment of a 
new colony ; and when the purpoſes are anſwered, the 
privileges will be gradually circumſcribed and withdrawn, 
or the government muſt forget its principles. Among 
the tolerated ſes, the Moravians are the moſt numerous, 
and the moſt remarkable. It is wonderful the moral 
diſcipline and regulations of this people, the effects of 
which are ſo obvious in every quarter of the world, are 
not enforced by law on all receptacles of the poor in Eng- 
land. This would filence all complaints on the inefficacy 
of all the preſent liberal proviſions for the poor ; and 


render unneceſſary all thoſe voluntary ſocieties, commen- 


ced by artifice under pretenſions of philanthrophy, and 
grecrally 
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generally terminating in private jobs and ſelfiſh advan- 
tages. 


Ox our arrival at Andernach, which though an old, is 
a populous and lively town, we were very happy in con- 
tracting an acquaintance with a French gentleman whoſe 
name is GRATISE. This gentleman had ſerved in the 
French army; and though his acquaintance with the 
Engliſh had been but ſhort, and nearly fatal to him, he 
had not cheriſhed any illiberal prejudices againſt Engliſh- 
men. He embarked with the party which landed at Jerſey 
in the late war; and in the unſucceſsful attack on the 
iſland, an Engliſh ball entered at his right breaſt, and 
went out at his back ; but not touching any vital parts, 
he eſcaped with only long confinement and great pain. I 
found Mr. GRATiSE to be a Miniature-painter ; and 
was highly pleaſed with the correctneſs and truth of his 
deſigns, and the neatneſs and taſte of his finiſhing. He 
thewed us great civilities; and we were much obliged to 
his intelligence, as he accompanied us through the town. 
Indeed many of the obſervations and remarks concerning 
Andernach, and other parts of the adjacent country, have 
ariſen from the information of Mr. GraTise. . 


l Wr 
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Wr adviſed him to viſit the Engliſh dominions with 
views leſs hoſtile than thoſe which had carried him to 
Jerſey ; and we are happy to announce, that London 
poſſeſſes this worthy and excellent artiſt. 


ANDERNACH is conſidered next to Treves in this part 
of Germany, in point of ſize, antiquity, and importance. 
I have been informed by perſons who underſtand German, 
that this definition is implied in the name. Tt was the 
reſidence of the kings of Auſtria ; and ruins of their anci- 
ent caſtles are ſtill to be ſeen: they muſt have been very 
large, ſtrong, and well fortified. On ſurveying the city 
we were ſtruck by its reſemblance to a cage ; and per- 
haps the inhabitants of German fortifications, at leaſt in 
former times, might not be unaptly compared to animals 
in cages. The buildings are incloſed in a circle of wall 
forty feet high ; ſo that the good people on the other ſide 
of the Rhine are for ſome time in broad day-light, while 
thoſe of Andernach are buried in darkneſs and ſleep. 


IN the ſummer, the ſcene on the Rhine, in the view of 
this town, is extremely intereſting. Rafts of wood are 
conſtructed in numbers to conſtitute a ſingular fleet, and 
of prodigious ſize. There are generally eight hundred 


or 
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or a thouſand perſons employed in this work for four 
months. On the rafts, houſes are erected of ſufficient 
commodiouſneſs for thoſe who take the paſſage: and the 
commanding raft has a guard-houſe, where the conduQtors 
or ſailors of this fleet ſleep and receive orders for duty in 
alternate parties. The duty conſiſts in rowing, and 
guiding the fleet in the winding and rapid paſſes of the 


river. 


WaHexn the Rhine is high from a flood, the fleet ſets off 
with the prayers of the people at Andernach ; which are 
often ineffectual; the moſt dreadful accidents taking 
place, and the general purpoſe of the adventurers ſome- 
times defeated : but if it arrive in Holland ſafely for a 
few ſeaſons, the proprictors make very large fortunes. 


THe government of Andernach is of an uncommon 
nature. The Elector of Cologne is the ſovereign of the 
country ; and he has eight invalids who form the military 
police at what is called the Gate of the Rhine, and the 
citizens or burgeſſes at the other gates. The Elector or 
Archbiſhop of Treves is the vicar of the city. All things 
temporal are directed from Cologne; all things ſpiritual 
are directed from Treves. Whether theſe powers come 

I 2 ſome- 
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ſometimes in competition, and what means are uſed to 
reſtore their harmony, we had not time or opportunity to 
learn. 


THE trade in which the city of Andernach is moſt 
intereſted, is that of the Touff-ſtein, a ſtone uſed in con- 
ſtructing the dykes of Holland. Enormous heaps and 
maſſes of this ſtone are always to be ſeen around the city, 
and on the banks of the Rhine. The Elector of Treves 
is the proprietor, and they produce the greateſt part of 
his revenue. The beſt mill ſtones in the world are 
obtained in this country; and the ſlates for covering hou- 
ſes are of great beauty, and of great value as a permanent 
article of trade. 


AwoxG the cuſtoms of this venerable city, the cere- 
mony of admitting citizens ſeemed to us the moſt re- 
markable. At Chriſtmas, or the Feaſt of God, the peo- 
ple take arms, and form a cavalcade under the direction 
of their burgomaſter. The Prince of Neuvid ſends muſic 
and drums, and the city diſcharges all the expence. The 
ceremony of admitting the citizens 1s performed in a large 
plain. They fix in the centre of a circle formed by the 
company, a fan, or inſtrument for winnowing corn. 
Over 
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Over this fan, the candidate is to leap back ward; and to 
aſcertain his having performed it neatly, a pail full of 
water is placed on the fan, which being ſet in motion by 
the {lighteſt touch of the fout, throws all the water over 
him. A ſuperb entertainment is provided, and many tons 
of wine conſumed by the citizens, and the ſtrangers they 
invite to witneſs this ancient, though perhaps ſome may 
think ridiculous, ceremony. 


From Andernach we proceeded down the river to the 
caſtle of Hammerſtein, ſituated eaſt-ward of the river. 
I made a drawing of this caſtle, which is the ſubject of 
the twenty-ſecond plate. Though it is ſituated on an 
immenſe rock, like many other ſubjects in this work; to 
the artiſt and man of taſte the deſign will appear very 
different, on account of the extenſive opening in the diſ- 
tant proſpect; and becauſe the horizon is very low. 
Part of the town. appearing at the bottom of a rock in the 
centre, while the caſtle occupies the ſummit; the river 
broad and majeſtic, and leading the eye to diſtant build- 
ings, which are in fact three diſtint towns—all theſe 
form an intereſting as well as a beautiful ſcene. 


HAaMMER- 
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HAMMERSTEIN was formerly the reſidence of the 
princes of Neuvid ; it afterwards ſuffered in the fluctuating 
fates of the contending powers of the empire. The pro- 
perty of the fortreſs is at this time diſputed by the Elector 
of Cologne, and the Prince of Neuvid ; not by force of 
arms, but by ſomething analogous to a chancery-ſuit, 
which gave me a ſort of conſolation. The cauſe has been 
tefore the imperial chamber at Wetzlaer three hundred 
years; and the princes hope, in three hundred years 
more, the cauſe may be determined. On learning this 
anecdote of German juriſprudence, I thought of the 
tedious and ruinous proceedings in the courts of England 
with leſs regret and deſpondence. 


Tux caſtle is built of black marble : indeed the moun- 
tain conſiſts principally of this ſtone. Springs of excellent 
water riſe on it, and form a little river, remarkable for 
the flavour of its trout, and the plenty of its crabs. 
Whether theſe circumſtances had any weight in determin- 
ing to a fertile and pleaſant valley, the original founders of 
a Bernardine convent, I will not pretend to judge. Fiſh, 
corn, wine, and almoſt every thing neceſſary to earthly 
gratification, are in great plenty in this little paradiſe : and 
the abbot poſſeſſes what is here called the right of high 

and 
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and low juſtice. The barons of Hammerſtein always pre- 
ſide in the abbey. 


Tux conſtruction of the old caſtle is very remarkable. 
The halls within are large; the chimney- pieces of fine 
marble, tolerably ſculptured ; and the paintings in freſco 
are ſtill freſh. It contains a well a hundred feet deep ; 
the water of which is very good. There are alſo caves 
communicating with the building, immenſely large, and 
called the Devil's Caves. No man in this country would 
venture to lodge in the caſtle, as it is ſaid to be haunted 
by ſpirits. The people on the borders of the Rhine 
ſeem to be uncommonly ſuperſtitious ; and the prieſts 
have not neglected to profit by their folly. There are 
little chapels in the middle of fields, where the women 
reſort at their pleaſure, and dreſs the ſaints in any fan- 
taſtical manner. The Electors of Cologne and Treves 
iſſued commiſſions to undreſs the ſaints; and the old 
women formed proceſſions, and attempted a revolt. They 
artfully diffuſed an opinion that ſuch violence would affect 
the approaching vintage ; and if the froſt had in any unu- 
ſual degree injured the vines, a commotion would have 
taken place. 


THERE 
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- THERE is a convent of female Capuchins at Lintz, 
who are ſingularly employed by the inhabitants of the ſur- 
rounding country ; for they derive a revenue by caponing 
young fowls, for which their bleſſed hands are deemed 
peculiarly qualified. 


Tur people of Hammerſtein and Lintz are by no 
means ſociable, like thoſe of Andernach. The doors of 
their houſes are generally ſhut ; and they ſeem to live like 


wolves. 


OrrosirE to Hammerſtein is the caſtle of Reineck. 
It ſtands on a beautiful, lofty, and pyramidal mountain ; 
richly cloathed with woods and vines, variegated by bro- 
ken ground and rugged rocks; and ſurrounded by im- 
menſe hills. A view of this ſcene is given in the twenty- 
fourth plate. The caſtle being at an aſtoniſhing height, 
is rendered conſpicuous by the bright cloud behind it; 
contrary to the general rule of placing the principal light 
on the principal object; which in the preſent view is fo 
ſmall, that it would not attract notice ſo well in light as 
in ſhadow: and it is humbly imagined, if the principal 
object be particularly conſpicuous, it matters not whether 
it be by light or by ſhadow. The two villages at the 

bottom 
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bottom ſcem placed on purpoſe to give variety; and the 
light on the rock in the centre, relieves moſt pleaſingly the 
church of Umkel or Unkel; and the dark front-ground 
and high trees are ſo ſtrong as to throw off all the other 
objects to their proper diſtance. The whole forms a 
ſcene which aſtoniſhes the mind, and fills it with awful 


ſentiments. 


IN 1784, during the feſtival of Chriſtmas, and in the 
middle of the night, this caſtle and the new buildings 
annexed to it took fire. Every thing conſumable around 
it was reduced to aſhes ; and the old caſtle only left: 
for the Rhine was frozen twelve feet deep, and no water 
could be obtained in any time to be of uſe. 


THe village at the foot of the hill is called Lower 
Reineck; the caſtle, by way of eminence, Reineck. 
The inhabitants have little or no communication, and are 
hardly at peace with the people on the other ſide of the 
Rhine. The enmity has ſubſiſted more than three hun- 
dred years. In an engagement under the Emperor Charles 
the Fourth, the people of Lintz maſſacred thoſe of An- 
dernach and Reineck, ſparing only two men, whoſe ears 
they cut off, and ſent them to the widows and chil- 

dren 
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dren of the deceaſed, with the news of their misfortune. 
Maſs is ſaid yearly on St. Bartholomew's day, at Ander- 
nach, for the repoſe of the ſouls of thoſe who were thus 
maſſacred. All the peaſants of the ſurrounding country 
are obliged to attend, or to pay a fine of two gold florins. 
An inflammatory ſermon, or homily, is pronounced 
againſt the people of Lintz ; none of whom preſume to 
be preſent, as they would certainly be put to death. So 
great 15 the effect of this pious mode of perpetuating ani- 
moſity, that only one native of Lintz has ventured to 
ſettle at Andernach in three centuries ; and he is obliged 
to retire every year on the day the ſermon is pro- 
nounced. 


Ar the diſtance of leſs than a league, and in our pro- 
greſs towards Cologne, we took a flight view of Rowland- 
Sheitz, which had ſerved as a retreat to an Elector of 
Cologne, of the name of Thenigſche, who retired into it 
with a beautiful Proteſtant lady. "The Chapter of Co- 
logne, probably more alarmed at the Proteſtantiſm, than 
ſcandalized at the crime, blocked up the caſtle. The 
lover and his miſtreſs, however, eſcaped to Straſburg, where 
he married her, and ſacrificed his religion at the ſhrine of 
beauty. 


Ix 
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Ix going up to this old caſtle, we ſaw a large and nearly 
modern building, which is becoming a ruin. The 
church is ſerved by hermits, who fell wine, and are 
Shoe-makers. The tombs of princes, and the Gothic 
inſcriptions, render the inſide of the church pittoreſque. 
The hill is ſurrounded by villages well peopled ; and the 
Proteſtants of Cologne have had permiſſion to build a 
church here, from the chamber of Wetzlacr, or rather 
by the power of the late emperor ; but the Catholics have 
deſtroyed every attempt toward erecting the edifice, and 
the poor Proteſtants muſt wait the full effect of the 
French Revolution on the ſpirit of the German govern- 
ments, to obtain a peaceable toleration of their public 
worſhip. 


Tus objects of my tour did not require our continu- 
ance at Bonne ; of which we took a curſory view, as it 
lay in our way. It is a beautiful town: the ſtreets wide; 
the fortifications in order ; and the palace and gardens of 
the Elector of Cologne, though regular and formal, are 
extenſive and grand. The ſituation is at the extremity 
of a plain ; the river, unconfined by hills, is not much 
leſs than a mile in breadth ; and the walks on its banks 
are beautiful and pleaſant. 

Ws 
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We proceeded to Cologne. The firſt appearance of 
this celebrated city; the numerous ſtceples ; the foreſt of 
maſts ; and other indications of population and induſtry, 
greatly raiſcd our expectations. But on entering the 
town, they were greatly diſappointed. "The ſtreets are 
narrow and dirty ; the houſes old, decaying, and inter- 


mixed with numerous ruins. 


Ir we had wiſhed to continue, the infolence and ex- 
tortion of the officers at the gates; the conduct of the 
ſervants at the inn; the rudeneſs and naſtineſs of 
the common people ; the multitudes of audacious beggars, 
intermixed with dirty abbes and monks: in ſhort, the 
general ſymptoms of decline and depravity, under the 
influence of an incurable ſuperſtition and bigotry, would 
have altered our intention. 


THe trade of the quay is in the hands of a few foreign- 
ers; and ſeems to have little or no influence on the man- 
ners or proſperity of the whole city. 


NoTHixG remarkable occurred between Cologne and 
Aix la Chapelle. At the gate of that celebrated city, 
we were ſtopped, as uſual on the continent ; and after 

giving 
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giving an account of ourſelves, were admitted ; and we 
put up at the Cour de Londres. I remained ſome time 
at Aix la Chapelle, as I had been adviſed to drink the 
waters; and I date the commencement of my recovery 
to the uſe of them. Not foreſceing, however, that the 
benefit I ſhould derive from the waters, would induce me 
to remain there a longer period than I had allotted, in the 
general arrangement of my tour, I immediately ſurveyed 
the city and its neighbourhood as an artiſt. 


I wENT to the public walks, which are ſomething like 
the Mall in St. James's Park : but the carriages go in the 
middle; and the walks being covered with looſe ſand, the 
company is greatly incommoded by duſt. The canal, 
lying parallel to the walks, adds greatly to the firſt effect of 
them on the beholder. It is a circumſtance fo important, 
that I have introduced it in the three following draw- 
ings. On the border of this canal, a beautiful view of the 
abbey of St. Adelbert offered itſelf: and I have render- 
ed it the ſubject of the twenty-fifth plate. The lofty 
{ſteeple in the centre very happily aſſiſts the form. 
The canal or mote, the high walls, &c. give an idea of 
ſecurity and ſtrength. The gardens within are nearly 
concealed ; the houſes are painted red, except the roofs, 

which 
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which are of ſlate ; the trees in the corner throw off the 
building, &c. to a proper diſtance from the front. 


TuRxING my face a contrary way, I took a view of a 
part of the town, which is the ſubject of the twenty-ſixth 
plate. In this view, the Port de Cologne, or the gate- 
way towards Cologne, is in the centre. This gateway is 
in the Flemiſh ſtyle ; and forms ſimilar to it are familiar 
to thoſe who have ſtudied Teniers and other Flemiſh 
painters. A part of the town appears beyond the gate- 
way. A wall ſurrounds the mote, on an elevated bank. 
The dwarf wall divides the mote, and is covered with 
herbage. The walk is diſtinctly ſeen between the rows 
of trees, which are lofty and beautiful. The principal 
light is upon the town and gateway, as they are the moſt 
important objects, and occupy the centre. The dark 
houſe and garden in the front, throw off the building be- 
hind, and give great force to the light. 


Ar one of the terminations of the walks, near the gate 
called Port de St. Adelbert, I had another view of the 
town acroſs the mote, which I thought pittorefque, and 
which is the ſubject of the twenty-ſeventh plate. The 
building in front is part of a gateway to a bridge and a 

guard- 


HINTS OP OCCURRENCES. 127 


-— — — ba 


guard-houſe, ſupported by an arch thrown over the ſtreet. 
The building furniſhes a pleaſing form for the centre of 
the picture. The tower is a part of the fortification ; and 
the diſtant high buildings are ſome of thoſe ſeen in the 
front of the twenty- ſixth plate. 


Ix walking up a high hill called St. Celeſtin, and com- 
manding an extenſive proſpect of the country, I ſaw a 
pleaſing effect of light and ſhadow, on a ſubject very dif- 
ferent from any thing in this publication. If it be not 
romantic, like moſt of the former views, it may not be the 
leſs agreeable to thoſe who have ſtudied and admired the 
Flemiſh ſtyle. The lights being near the centre ; the 
variety of broken ground ; the richneſs of the ſand-bank ; 
and the pleaſing forms of the trees render it a ſubject not 
unworthy of this work. 


THe firſt impreſſions made on me at Aix la Chapelle 
were rather favorable. I was comfortably lodged; and 
my expences were not enhanced either by violence or im- 
poſition. But theſe circumſtances were owing to the per- 
ſonal character of the landlord, which influenced that of 
to mine. He lived in a retired manner, though in an 

hotel. 
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hotel. His principal amuſement was playing on the 
violin ; which he did like a maſter. Princeſs Gandarine 
had apartments below. She had frequent concerts ; and 
ſcemed to be always viſiting or viſited. 


THE mode of living in the hotel amuſed and pleaſed 
me for a few days. At dinner we had a band conſiſting 
of a female who played on the violincello, a female per- 
former on the French-horn, two men who played on the 
violin, and one on the clarinet : and they performed very 
well. In the evening three women attended, who ſung 
charmingly in parts. They had a good choice of ſongs, 
good voices, executed generally with taſte, and contri- 
buted conſiderably to our amuſement. But theſe things 
ſoon became familiar ; and I applied my leiſure hours 
to obtain ſome information concerning this celebrated 


city. 


Alx LA CHAPELLE is ſituated on the ſouthern con- 
fines of its own territory, which, though it extend not 
above one German mile in diameter, bears the pompous 
title of the empire of Aix la Chapelle. The town is very 
ancient, and occupies the firſt rank among the free cities 
of the holy empire. Formerly it was the place of coro- 

nation 
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nation of the German emperors ; but Frankfurt on the 
Main being, on account of its central ſituation, deemed 
more convenient for the meeting of the electors, Aix la 
Chapelle was deprived of the advantages which the cir- 
culation of ſpecie at ſo auguſt and expenſive a ceremony 
uſed to produce ; and the magiſtrates now content them- 
ſelves with ſending to Frankfurt ſome earth, ſaid to be 
part of that on which flowed the blood of St. Stephen, 
when he was beheaded. The new choſen emperor takes 
his oath ſtanding on this earth, which to Aix la Cha- 
pelle affords perhaps ſome matter of pride, and occaſions 
the expence of a deputation to Frankfurt. 


THe government of Aix la Chapelle is democratical. 
The magiſtracy, compoſed of one hundred and ſixty- 
three members, are choſen every year from the different 
Arades and profeſſions. Every trade, in a body corpo- 
rate, preſents cight members to the ſitting magiſtrate, or 
e who out of them ſelect four ; and. theſe 
four replace four other members of the old magiſtracy ; ſo 
that, properly ſpeaking, one half only of the fitting 
ſenate is changed every year. This body called the ma- 
giſtrate, elect a Burgermeiſter, who is their preſident, and 
the executor of their decrees. He is likewiſe elected every 

K year, 
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year, and when his time is expired, is made treaſurer of 
the town, and keeps his ſcat in the ſenate as an aſſeſſor or 
aſſiſtant to the newly choſen burgermeiſter for the year 
following ; at the expiration of which he may be, and 
often is re- elected; eſpecially when poſſeſſed of thoſe arts, 
by which an able politician ſeldom fails to captivate the 
minds of the public. 


THE magiſtrate is divided into the grand and little 
council: the former meets only four times a year, and is 
excluſively inveſted with the legiſlative power ; the latter 
conſiſts of one fourth of the grand council, and meets 
every week for the adminiſtration of juſtice and the regu- 
lation of the police. 


Tux grand and little council have their meetings at the 
town-houſe, an ancient Gothic building of tolerably good 
architecture; but rather defaced by pretended modern 
improvements, which do not altogether harmonize with 
the reſt of the edifice. 


Tux Elector-Palatine, as Protector of Aix la Chapelle, 
names a mayor, called Mayer, who repreſents him, and 
preſides chiefly over the police. He is at the ſame time 

- ine 
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preſident of the Schoffen-Stubl, a magiſtracy conſiſting of 
fourteen members, who have the excluſive right of decid- 
ing in all civil and criminal cauſes concerning foreigners, 
and together with the town-magiſtrate judge the civil 
cauſes of the inhabitants. 


Tut revenues of Aix la Chapelle amount to ninety 
thouſand rix-dollars, eleven thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty pounds ſterling, and ariſe from the land-tax, duties 
upon foreign goods, the exciſe on wine, beer, brandy, 
meat, and the tolls on the gates and roads. This ſum, 
though ſmall, would be more than ſufficient for the 
expence of the ſtate, if the exchequer were managed with 
propriety ; and if, by the impolitic condu of ſome of 
the burgermeiſters, the town had not been involved in 
difficulties with the Elector-Palatine, which, together with 
the civil commotions now prevailing, occaſion repeated 
commiſſions from the chamber of Wetzlaer, and much 
embarraſs the public funds. 


IT is a general obſervation, that all nations are more or 
leſs influenced by a public ſpirit ; this ſpirit is different 
in different countries. In Pruſſia, for inſtance, it is war- 
like, and aims at conqueſt ; in Holland it is commercial 
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and peaceful; Great - Britain worſhips Mercury and Mars 
alternately ; and her merchantmen employed either in 
exporting her induſtry to foreign countries, or in import- 
ing the productions of the four parts of the globe, are 
attended by a powerful navy, which protects them, and 
keeps her enemies in awe. The government of Aix la 
Chapelle ſeems to be actuated by a third kind of publick 
ſpirit, that of gambling; and if from effects we may infer 
cauſes, the moſt ſtriking inſtances of this ſpirit will ap- 
pear every where. All diverſions and amuſements that 
may interrupt gambling, are diſcouraged, impeded, and 
often forbidden ; nay the roads, leading to neighbour- 
ing places, ſituated on foreign territories, . where gaming- 
houſes have been eſtabliſhed in competition with thoſe 
of Aix la Chapelle, are ſuffered to decay and rendered 
impracticable; and if report, which but too often ſpeaks 
truth, may be credited, the late revolution had its origin 
in gaming, and the rioters were ſupported out of the 
funds of the gaming tables. Hence the ill-bred inſolence 
of the monopolizers of the Pharo-bank, the deſerted 
walks, the wretched troop of comedians, and the want of 
good fociety. 
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Tus cathedral, called Munſter, a bold Gothic pile, 
was built by Charles the Great, and by him dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary. It has been repaired, and in ſome 
meaſure modernized ; by which altcration its original 
beauty is impaired. 


In the middle of this church lie the remains of its foun- 
der. The tomb of this great emperor is level with the 
ground, and would remain totally concealed from the eye 
of the traveller, if a huge ſmoked crown of more than 
twelve feet in diameter, ſuſpended over it by a chain from 
the dome of the church, did not rouſe his curioſity, 
and occaſion an enquiry into its meaning. This crown, 
if report may be credited, is of maſly gold ; but if it 
actually were ſo, it probably would ſoon be converted 
into coin. 


In this cathedral are likewiſe preſerved ſeveral relics, 
for which the Roman Catholics ſhew much veneration. 
They conſiſt of a ſhift of the Virgin Mary; the ſwad- 
dling-band of Our Saviour ; the ſaſh, which he had wrapt 
round his waiſt, when he was crucified ; and a piece of 
linen, which St. John had tied over his eyes, when he 
was beheaded. Theſe relics are, during a whole fortnight, 


publicly 
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publicly exhibited to the faithful from one of the towers of 
the cathedral ; and if they have not operated wonderful 
miracles, have contributed to the circulation of ſpecie, by 
the concourſe of bigoted multitudes. After the time of 
ſhewing them, they are locked up in a cheſt, to which a 
new key is made during each exhibition, and which 
being cut in two, the wards are given to the magiſtrate, 
and the other part kept by the chapter. 


Nor many years ſince, an ancient ſuperſtition ſtill 
prevailed, that no corn would grow during ſeven years in 
Hungaria, if a deputation of ſome of the natives of that 
country did not aſſiſt at this famous exhibition. But 
the late emperor put a ſtop to this pilgrimage of vaga- 
bonds, at the riſk of ſtarving the reſt of the orthodox inha- 
bitants of that plentiful part of his dominions. This 
laudable prohibition ſaved the magiſtrate of Aix la Chapelle 
the trouble and expence of regaling the wandering gentry 
upon dry peaſe and bacon, which the reigning burger- 
meiſter uſed to ſerve them up, in the dreſs of a cook, at 
an hoſpital, appropriated for that ceremony, as inſig- 
nificant in itſelf as it was degrading to the dignity of a 
magiſtrate. 


THE 
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THe canons of the chapter enjoy a revenue of about 
one thouſand rix-dollars, and among their number, count 
the emperor of Germany and the king of Pruſſia, who 
have ſubſtitutes to perform their functions, and they 
receive half pay, no more being allowed them by the 


chapter. 


Bes1DEs the cathedral, there are four pariſhes at Aix 
la Chapelle, viz. St. Folian, St. Peter, St. James, and 
St. Adelbert. The cure or rector of St. Folian has the 
title of arch- prieſt, and his ſeat in the chapter of the cathe- 
dral. He is the preſident of the ſynode, who decide in 
all ſpiritual matters and matrimonial cauſes, under the 
ſanction of the biſhdp of Liege. 


Tas pariſh of St. Adelbert ought to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the collegiate church of the ſame name. The 
canons of St. Adelbert in former times enjoyed a greater 
revenue than thoſe of the Munſter. But their poſſeſſions, 
chiefly ſituated in the province of Zealand, having been 
ſwallowed up by the ſea, they are now reduced to the 
trifling ſum of three hundred rix-dollars per annum. 
Their collegiate church is remarkable for being built over 

the 
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the pariſh church, to which you deſcend by a ſtair-caſe, 
under the choir of the collegial. 


THE inſignia of the German empire, kept at Aix la 
Chapelle, and carried to Frankfurt at each coronation, are 
the Goſpel, and the ſword of Charles the Great. That 
emperor is ſaid to have been of a gigantic ſize; and if 
his ſlippers, which are alſo carried to the coronation, 
were actually worn by him; his figure, which at Aix la 
Chapelle is yearly twice carried in proceſſion, is by no 
means too tall. 


Tunis figure is about fifteen feet high; the head made 
of wax, and the body of wicker-work ; it is dreſſed in a 
yellow tunic, with the crown on its head ; the cathedral 
on the left arm, and the ſceptre in the right hand. It 
is Carried on the ſhoulders of a man, who is concealed 
under it ſo as to make it appear to walk itſelf. 


Ix the holy week there are two more proceſſions; in 
one of which Chriſt is repreſented lying in the grave 
upon a handſome bed, with bolſter, pillows, blankets, 
and counterpane. And in the other, a conſiderable num- 
ber of penitent barefooted bigots, cloathed in ſackcloth, 

carry 
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carry heavy wooden croſſes on their ſnoulders; by which 
ceremony they preſume to expiate the extravagancies 
committed in Shrove-tide. Their leader is the guardian 
of the Recolets, who is loaded with an enormous croſs, 
which however is rumoured to be hollow. Beſides this 
he has an aſſiſtant in Nicodemus, who to the Jewiſh cuſ- 
tom generally adds a whim of his own, and wears a half- 
penny roll as a button to his hat. The reverend fathers 
Recolets, who ſeldom neglect an opportunity, where 
money may be acquired, charge ſixpence for the apparel 
of each perſon that aſſiſts at this religious maſquerade. 


Tux principal manufactories of Aix la Chapelle are 
needles and woollen cloth. They export the former chiefly 
to Germany and France, and a few to the Archipelago. 
The ſituation of the town is well calculated for the cloth 
manufactory, on account of the number of ſmall rivulets 
by which it is interſected, and whoſe waters are fit for 
dying. They export a very conſiderable quantity of 
this manufactory to Germany, and the North; but the 
greateſt part of the coarſe cloth to the Archipelago, by the 
way of Ancona and Senigaglia. 


THrouGH 
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Tuoro this branch of induſtry might be thought to 
produce great advantages to the town ; wealthy manu- 
facturers are but few in number, and bankruptcies more 
frequent than in any other place ; which may be attri- 
buted to the redundancy of competitors in the ſame line : 
to a natural propenſity of the inhabitants to idleneſ> 
and extravagance ; and more particularly to their fondneſs 
of gaming, for which they have too frequent opportunities 
in the watering ſeaſon. 


THe watering ſeaſon opens the firſt of May, and con- 
cludes at the end of Auguſt. The waters are drank and 
applied in the form of baths. Their chief baſis is ſul- 
phur, which adheres in large lumps to the walls of the 
well. This ſulphur is deemed very precious, and preſents 
of it are made to thoſe princes and crowned heads, who 
either viſit the waters, or occaſionally travel by way of 
Aix la Chapelle. 


FoRMERLY theſe ſalutary wells occaſioned a great re- 
ſort of people, afflicted with different diſeaſes. Now Aix 
la Chapelle is the place for ſharpers, who perform the 
moſt ſucceſsful cures upon the unwary idlers, who there 
hunt after pleaſure and diverſion. 

Tus 
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THe Pharo-table, a few years ſince, was monopolized 
at the price of ſixty thouſand rix-dollars, paid to the 
magiſtrate for an excluſive privilege of fifteen years, by one 
man, Who is ſaid to have made a conſiderable fortune 
by the profits. The E O table, hazard, paſs-dix, trente 
et quarante, biribi, and la belle, ſucceed each other ; 
and the ſpot is not wanting in opportunities to cure the 
amateurs of an indigeſtion in their purſes, if the rapacity 
of the inn-keepers ſhould be abſolutely baffled in totally 
removing the ſymptoms of this uncommon complaint. 


THERE are two ridottos at Aix la Chapelle. The old 
building for this purpoſe, being but a common houſe, 
adapted for breakfaſts, balls, and gaming, ſcarcely de- 
ſerves any notice. The new one, erected within a few 
years, is defective in architecture, but ſpacious and elegant 
in its decorations. 


Tur company in the watering ſeaſon decreaſes every 
year; the cauſe of which muſt not be looked for in the 
effect of the waters, which actually, to many, have prov- 
ed highly ſalutary. By ſome it is attributed to the vicinity 
of Spa, where it is pretended the company have better 
accommodations and greater liberty. By others, the 
origin 
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origin of its decline 1s aſcribed to the want of amuſement, 
and chiefly to the vexations from the ſynode, who often 
aſſume the right of enquiring into the validity of ſome 
pretended matrimonial connections of certain water-drink- 
ers; and are accuſed of views, rather pecuniary than reli- 
gious, in their moral ſeverity ; as they ſeldom fail to con- 
demn the parties concerned to a conſiderable fine in caſe 


of prevarication. 


THe environs of Aix la Chapelle are very rural, and 
ſome of them delightfully romantic. The inhabitants 
are poſſeſſed of a natural turn for wit, and have a diſpo- 
ſition for many accompliſhments : yet from the impedi- 
ments of ſuperſtition, bigotry, careleſſneſs, or habit, 
the cauſes of their ignorance ; literature and ſcience are 
very little cultivated among them; and their ſole de- 
light ſeems to be the bottle, the tobacco-pipe, and the 
gaming table. 


Tur chapel of St. Salvator on the hill, oppoſite the 
ſand-pit, formerly belonged to a nunnery of Celeſtines, 
who having obtained leave from the pope to be transfer- 
red to the town, left the attendance of the chapel to a 
ſecular prieſt. The celeſtial virgins, however, ſeem not 


to 
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to have been totally diveſted of all attachment to worldly 
concerns ; for they took very good care of their revenues, 
and no income at all was left to the future miniſters of 
the altar, who now are reduced to live upon the offerings 
of the town-pilgrims, who frequently viſit this hermit- 
age in Lent. The preſent clergyman, either for this 
reaſon, or to give an inſtance of apoſtolical humility ; after 
having performed his ſpiritual duty, tills his ſmall por- 
tion of land with his own hands, and for want of cattle 
is often ſeen yoked to the harrow with his brother, a 
gentleman of the law ; a great many of whoſe brethren 
the world would he happy to ſee engaged in the ſame 


peaceful occupation. 


Ix an excurſion from Aix la Chapelle, we viſited the 
remains of a caſtle at the diſtance of three miles. It is 
called the Caſtle of Schonbert ; and is the ſubject of the 
twenty-ninth plate. But not being ſituated on an emi- 
nence, not being a place of ſtrength, and there being 
no traces of a town of which it might have been the 
defence—I ſhould have concluded it to have been a forti- 
fied monaſtery, rather than a caſtle. The ſituation is 
ſecluded and rural ; it is ſheltered by a beautiful wood, 
and a large farm is annexed to it. The whole ſcene is 

pittoreſque 
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pittoreſque in its forms ; and the lights and ſhadows are 
happily diſpoſed. 


Ix examining the ſpring, whence the waters come to 
Aix la Chapelle, we had a view of a little town called 
handſome, but they are painted of a very deep crimſon. 
It is ſituated on an eminence, and commands a good view 
of Aix la Chapelle, at a diſtance of two miles. 


From Aix la Chapelle we proceeded to Liege. The 
ſtreets of this city are very narrow, and the houſes high. 
The great number of churches and monaſteries indicate 
the prevalence of eccleſiaſtical power, if not an eccleſi- 
aſtical government. The cathedral has all the grandeur 
which can well be given by ſize: but having been 
erected in parcels at different times, and by various 
architects; it wants that ſymmetry and unity which add 
to the effect of large objects. The ſeparate parts are 
worth notice; being fuuſhed with great care, and with 
ſome taſte. The walks by the river are broad, long, and 
beautiful; the trees are noble and diſpoſed with good effect. 


Tre 
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THe biſhop of Liege is lord of the territory in a civil 
and eccleſiaſtical ſenſe : but as a prieſt he is ſuffragan to 
the archbiſhop of Cologne. 


THe fortifications do not appear to be ſtrong ; and they 
are commanded by the neighbouring hills. The ſiege 
and capture of the place by the duke of Marlborough in 
1702, are among the intereſting traditions which the 
people of Liege relate with animation. The ſubjects of 
the late diſſentions were diſcuſſed when we paſſed through 


THe magiſtrates pretend that Liege is an imperial city 
and a ſovereign ſtate. The biſhop aſſerts, that by his 
election or appointment, he becomes abſolute ſovereign. 
It is known to Europe, how this queſtion has been 
lately decided. The biſhop is choſen by ſixty major 
canons ; perſons generally of noble extraction: and the 
eccleſiaſtical privileges are ſo great, that the biſhopric 
is ſaid to be the hell of women, the purgatory of men, 
and the paradiſe of prieſts. The women draw boats 
inſtead of horſes; dig, ſaw, and carry all kinds of heavy 
burthens ; and they are ſaid to be coarſely fed, and are 
wretchedly cloathed when cloathed at all. All the men, 


except 
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except the nobles, who are moſtly prieſts, are at the will 
and diſpoſal of their ſpiritual maſters : and are not inaptly 
ſaid to be in purgatory. The prieſts have here truly a 
paradiſe. Their revenues and power are ſo great, that 
many of the princes of Europe have made intereſt to 
obtain the eccleſiaſtical dignities. 


Ox the borders of the Maeſe, we ſaw ſeveral gentle- 
men's houſes, like thoſe on the banks of the Thames. 
They are called caſtles, though without fortifications, or 
any appearances to diſtinguiſh them from gentlemen's 
ſeats. The caſtle of Shogiere is an exception, and poſſi- 
bly a ſpecimen of thoſe caſtles which formerly occupied 
the banks of the Maeſe, in the ſituations of the preſent 
villas. 


THe caſtle of Shoqiere is a modern building: ſituated 
on a rock extremely high and craggy. Its appearance is 
romantic and beautiful; and I have rendered it the ſub- 
ject of the thirtieth plate. The rock riſes with grandeur, 
and is broken into a variety of parts. The cavity beneath 
it affords a forcible ſhadow to the ſurrounding lights: nor 
is the lime-kiln an indifferent object, where ſo many cir- 
cumſtances concur to form a pleaſing picture. 

We 
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Wes proceeded to the abbey of Floan ; where a roman- 
tic and beautiful ſcene opened on us. The abbey, the 
principal object, is wholly ſurrounded with light. The 
two ſmall diſtant buildings are oratories, or chapels, hav- 
ing images for adoration : the front rock is nearly covered 
with ivy and buſhes of underwood ; and the trees are hap- 
pily diſpoſed to give the effect of contraſt. 


* In the evening we arrived at Hui. I made a ſketch of 
the town from the window of my apartment ; and I have 
rendered it the ſubje of the thirty-ſecond and the laſt 
plate of this work. This is almoſt wholly a town-ſcene ; 
in which the houſes, churches, &c. are not only nume- 
rous, but in great variety. The mountain behind the 
town is rendered rich to the eye, by a plantation of trees at 
one end, by bruſh-wood at the other, and by vines in the 
centre. A village juſt appearing on one of its ſides has a 
good effect. 


THe principal light is on the church and the ſtone 
bridge. At one corner a part of the cathedral appears: I 
could not introduce the whole without changing a point of 
view, in which I had the beſt aſſemblage of objects, with 
the river Maeſe in the front of the ſcene. 

L Fro0M 
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From Hui, we proceeded to Namur; at the conflu- 
ence of the Maeſe and Satnbre. It is one of the ſtrongeſt 
towns in Europe. The caſtle and the forts are formida- 
ble fortifications. It is the ſee of a ſuffragan biſhop ; and 
though the diſtrict is only thirty miles by twenty-eight, it 
contains eight cities, three hundred villages, beſides ab- 
bies, religious houſes, and churches, which it would be 
difficult to number. It would not be eaſy to eſtimate the 
proſperity and happineſs of this province, if it poſſeſſed a 
mild government, a mild religion ; and if Namur were 
not conſidered as one of the military keys to the Nether- 
lands. Namur poſſeſſes a provincial council, a town ma- 
giſtracy, and a feudal court called Balliage. 


W arrived at Namur during the diſpute between the 
late emperor and the people, or rather the ariſtocracy and 
clergy of Brabant. The tendency of ſuperſtition in 
Flanders is fo ſtrong, that the Roman Catholic prieſts 
influence the ſprings of all civil, as well as eccleſiaſtical 
policy. The accumulation of wealth in the church, 
interfered with the views of the civil power : and the late 
emperor, affecting to conſider that wealth as public pro- 
perty, ſeized conſiderable portions of it for his own uſe. 


I couLD 
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I couLD not learn, that the proceeding of Joſeph the 
Second againſt the church, would have been diſagreeable, 
either to the nobles or the people, if they had participated 
in the effects; the former by a diviſion of plunder, the 
latter by a relief from oppreſſion. But the money was all 
carried to Vienna; and the eccleſiaſtical depredations 
alienated all orders of men in the Netherlands, and united 
them in a plan of revolt. 


Henry the Eighth of England had furniſhed an 
example, ſo remarkable, that it is wonderful the em- 
peror ſhould have overlooked it. The national aſſembly 
of France have abundantly profited by that inſtruction; 
and by dividing the eccleſiaſtical ſpoil into numerous lots, 
and conſtituting by their ſale a numerous yeomanry, they 
ſtrengthened their intereſt, and almoſt enſured the revolu- 
tion. I ſpeak not of the juſtice or piety of theſe meaſures ; 
but merely of that policy, to which the late emperor paid 
little or no attention. 


Tus gates of Namur were guarded, on one ſide by the 
military on the other by the Bourgeois: the emperor's 
anſwer to the Flemiſh requiſitions was expected; and the 
country was agitated with ſuch apprehenſions, that they took 


Ls us 


148 HINTS OF OCCURRENCES, 

— — 
us for German ſpies ; a mob immediately ſurrounded us; 
and it was with little effect that we declared we were Eng- 
liſh. We underwent a ſevere examination, by a gentle- 
man deputed for the purpoſe, and who underſtood French. 
He was ſoon convinced that the ſuſpicion was groundleſs; 
aſked our pardon; and treated us with civility. He 
invited us to fee the volunteers performing their exerciſe. 
This ſeemed to us to be done in a puerile and aukward 
manner. They threw up their firelocks into the air, and 
caught them; and changed their places and poſitions in 
the ranks at pleaſure : their officers apparently permitting 
them to do as they liked. Their uniform was handſome, 
a dark brown faced with yellow); and being tall, well- 
formed men, they were warmly contraſted by the oppo- 
nents of the emperor to the troops of that prince, who 
wore dirty white frocks, like thoſe of our waggoners, 
and made probably of the ſame materials. | 


So general was the intereſt taken in this diſpute, that 
the female ſervant who ſhewed us our apartment at the 
hotel, complained of inceſſant fatigue from diſturbances 
and riots ; and the freely gave it as her opinion, that to 
obtain peace and quiet, the people ſhould ſubmit to the 
emperor. The miſtreſs over-hearing her, entered in a 
violent 
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violent paſſion; and having ſeverely reprimanded and diſ- 
miſſed her, ſhe waited on us even at table. Not a word 
could be obtained from her, on public ſubjects; and a 
kind of ominous ſullenneſs prevailed in the houſe, until 
ten o'clock, when the emperor's anſwer arrived, con- 
taining a peremptory requiſition of obedience. An imme- 
diate but deſultory battle took place between the military 
and the volunteers: and not being diſpoſed to ſhed our 
blood for either party, we ordered a chaiſe ; but no horſes 
could be obtained till four in the morning, when we 
made our eſcape ; and we had reaſon to approve our pru- 
dence, on learning that at an early meeting of the council 
the ſame morning, orders were iſſued that no ſtranger 
ſhould leave the town, but ſhould immediately bear arms. 
We muſt have aſſiſted in the general aſſault made by the 
town on the garriſon, and in taking the emperor's troops 
priſoners. 


We proceeded to Bruſſels; and put up at the hotel 
d'Angleterre. The landlord was an officer in the volun- 
teers: and the military preparations ſeemed to be here as 
briſk as at Namur. Among theſe volunteers, an Engliſh 
Taylor was highly diſtinguiſhed ; for he not only diſcre- 
dited the common proverb reſpecting perſons of his trade, 

but 
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but was deemed equal in ſtrength, courage, and military 
dexterity, to three ordinary men: he was therefore much 


eſteemed. 


Ous plan was to examine this celebrated town at lei- 
ſure; to proceed to Antwerp, on account of its collection 
of paintings; and then haſten to England. But the con- 
fuſion throughout the Netherlands diſappointed us; for 
travellers were often ſubject to ill treatment, one party 
attacking them if they wore cockades, as the ſignal of 
reſiſtance, and others if they did not wear them. 


BRUSSELS is not only the capital of Brabant, but of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. We were charmed with the 
diſtant proſpect; and though it be irregular on a near 
inſpection ; the beauty of many of the houſes and ſquares ; 
the magnificence of its cathedral, town-houſe, and other 
public buildings, render pleaſing even ſuch a view of it as 
we were permitted to take. | 


Tux park belonging to the imperial palace is preſerved 
though the palace be no more; and it is a great privilege 
to the inhabitants, to be permitted to walk in it. We 
contemplated with peculiar intereſt, the villa at its extre- 

mity, 
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mity, which Charles the Fifth built after abdicating the 


empire. 


THe collections of Italian and Flemiſh paintings in 
the palaces of this city would have afforded us high gratifi- 
cation : but civil war is unfavorable to taſte, and we 
found it adviſeable to drop all thoughts of attempting to 
view them. 


THe lower part of the city, called Rivage, is cut into 
canals, in the manner of the Dutch towns. A canal ex- 
tends from Bruſſels to the Schelde, about fifteen miles : 
the boats are drawn by horſes at the rate of three miles an 
hour : and the fare of a paſlenger is a little more than 


two pence Engliſh money for every hour. 


Wi paid a ſhort viſit to the church of St. Gudula, an 
old Gothic building, promiſing little externally ; but 
within highly adorned. The choir has ſeveral fine monu- 
ments, and is ſurrounded by ſeveral pretty chapels. The 
chapel of the Three Hoſts is very remarkable. It is con- 
ſtructed wholly of marble, and the altar is of ſolid ſilver. 
Theſe hoſts are ſaid to have been ſtabbed by a Jew, and to 


have bled. They are expoſed on high feſtivals, with their 
bloody 
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bloody ſtains, in a chalice richly ſet with diamonds ; and 
on the anniverſary of the ſuppoſed attempt of the ſacrilegi- 
ous Jew, they are carried in proceſſion round the city, 
attended by the governor of the province, the magiſtrates, 
and all the regular and ſecular clergy. 


In the hurry occaſioned by the civil war, we could 
only glance at the two Engliſh cloiſters, one of which is of 
Dominican ladies, of which a lady of the NorroLk 
family is always abbeſs. It was founded by Cardinal 
HowarD in the reign of Charles the Second. 


THe is a ſingular part of Bruſſels, which is in fact a 
little town ; for it is incloſed by a wall and ditch, and 
divided into ſtreets. It is called the Beguinage. The 
number of Beguines is near a thouſand, governed by 
matrons, and under the ſpiritual direction of the biſhop 
of Antwerp. 


THe ſuperſtitious character of the Brabanters is diſcern- 
tble in almoſt every thing. Their attachment to particular 
numbers is ſcrupulous : ſeven principal ſtreets lead into 
the market-place, in which are ſeven ſtately palaces apper- 
taining to the ſenate, &c.; their pariſh churches are 

ſeven ; 
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ſeven ; the public gates ſeven; their ancient noble fami- 
lies, and their licenſed midwives are ſeven. 


We were informed, that in peaceful times, the inns 
are equal to any in the world: their ordinaries or tables 
d' hote being remarkably elegant and cheap. We found 
the wines good and reaſonable. 


Ix this city the council of ſtate, the privy-council, that 
of finances, of war, and the feudal court of Brabant arc 
aſſembled. The trade is in camblets, laces, and tapeſ- 
tries; which the Brabanters convey to every part of 
Europe. 


From Bruſſels, we proceeded to Liſle. We had the 
misfortune here to find the ſpirit of diſcontent in full 
operation. I ſpeak as a traveller, when I call it a misfor- 
tune. I am not ſufficiently a politician, to give an opi- 
nion on the principles and conduct of the French revolu- 
tion. The government has been conſidered as deſpotiſm, 
though mild, and often wiſe in its adminiſtration. Of 


that deſpotiſm it was difficult for a traveller to perceive 
the traces. For the urbanity of the French manners, the 
hoſpitality of the nation, and the particular diſpoſition of 

the 
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the common people to favor the inhabitants of a country 
where they imagined the common people to be held in 
conſideration, rendered travelling in France at all times 
pleaſing to an Engliſhman. 


Ox approaching Liſle, and hearing that a ſpirit of inno- 
vation or improvement was actuating all the dominions of 
the French monarque, we prepared our minds for a repeti- 
tion of thoſe ſcenes which had driven us out of Auſtrian 
Flanders: and expected to be queſtioned on that admired 
conſtitution of England, which we ſuppoſed the obje& of 
imitation wherever liberty was ſought. But we were 
greatly miſtaken. 


PERHAPS in all the hiſtory of mankind, there has not 
been another inſtance, in which ſuperſtition has totally 
and at once loſt its dominion over the people. In Bruſſels 
and Namur, we ſaw two powers diſputing for a prize, 
the government of the people. In French Flanders, and 
on the borders of France, the people, even to the loweſt 
mechanics, ſeemed to be engaged in one effort, to demo- 
liſh deſpotiſm, civil and eccleſiaſtical. 


To 
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To an Engliſhman, on paſſing the ſtreights of Dover, 
no circumſtance of contraſt was uſually ſo ſtrong in the 
comparative manners of England and France, as their 
external attention to the ceremonies of religion. Dover 
has as little religion in external manners, as HoBses or 
SPINOZA would have recommended. The moment an 
Engliſhman landed at Calais, he was ſtruck with perſons 
kneeling to images at every corner of a ſtreet, and this 
ſpirit ſeemed to acquire influence and ſtrength, as he ad- 
vanced in the country. Who could have imagined, that 
a people ſo ſuperſtitious ſhould at once throw off the 
yoke of the eccleſiaſtics, and appear, as they actually do, 
to abhor them ? 


Tunis ſeems to be the effect of the oppreſſive and vio- 
lent deſpotiſm of the church of Rome ; and is a reaſon we 
ſhould cheriſh and encourage the ſpirit of moderation, 
which actuates the church of England; and that all eccle- 
ſiaſtical governors ſhould hold it as a certain principle, that 
moderation is the beſt ſecurity for the permanence of their 
power. 


Ix Lifle, inſtead of ſeeing the political and eccleſiaſtical 
powers at war; we found both at the feet of the people. 
And 
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And it ſeemed the more extraordinary, as Liſle is a garri- 
ſon town, near the extremities of the French dominions : 
and under all governments, even thoſe moſt favorable to 
liberty, the military extremities are generally in the habits 
of ſlavery. —But among the wonders of the preſent period, 
not the leaſt remarkable is, that the army in France has 
generally and warmly declared for liberty. 


THe patriots at Liſle ſeemed to be favorably inclined 
towards Engliſhmen : but the French democrats do not 
forgive England the proceedings and objects of the Ame- 
rican war. They are therefore more inclined to ſeek 
information from America than from England, where 
however they acknowledge the principles of liberty to be 
underſtood by individuals, and to have been preſerved as a 
ſacred fire for the future uſe of mankind. 


Bes1DEs the general oppreſſion of the French govern- 
ment, in its civil and eccleſiaſtical departments, there ſeems 
to be another cauſe of the late aſtoniſhing event, in the 
reſerved privileges of the ſeveral provinces of the French 
monarchy. 
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We viſited Liſle and the borders of France, when the 
revolution was rather in comtemplation than effected. 
And the firſt object of the people of French Flanders 
ſeemed to be the full enjoyment of their provincial privile- 
ges or liberties. 


L1SLE, on its ſurrender to the power of France, poſleſſed 
ſtates of its on; and the king of France agreed to ſum- 
mon them annually for the aſſeſſment of taxes. But how 
thoſe promiſes have been obſerved, I will not relate in the 
patriotic language of Liſle. I have only to obſerve, that 
democratical or philoſophical liberty was not the ſubject of 
converſation, or thought of when the revolution was in 
contemplation : and that it ſeemed to be the intention of 
French Flanders, to claim only its ſtipulated privileges. 


Ix this ſtate of things, it may be ſuppoſed I did not 
take out my port-folio, It would have been thought 
unmanly in an Engliſhman to produce any books but thoſe 


of Sypney, HARRIx TON, and Locke. On the firſt 
rumors of civil commotions, the arts are diſregarded, ſuſ- 
pended, and endure injurious violence. We therefore 
contented ourſelves with contemplating Liſle, which is a 
moſt important fortification, with a ſtrong citadel and fort. 

The 
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The town is large, well planned, and populous. It ſtill 
poſſeſſes the forms, names, and ſome of the privileges of 
an intendancy, a mint, a caſtellany, a bailiwick, and a 
foreſt-court. It has thirty churches, ſeven of which are 
parochial, and one collegiate ; a great number of convents, 
and a noble hoſpital. 


Tux caſtellany of Liſle is divided into ſeven quartiers, 
to which belong ſeveral towns, and a hundred and thirty- 
ſeven villages. It was fixed under the power of France by 
the treaty of Utrecht. 


We left Liſle and proceeded to Calais, and had a 
pleaſant paſſage to Dover in four hours. The return to 
our native country was rendered doubly agreeable by the 
impreſſions made on our minds by the ſtate of Flanders. 
For however deſirable liberty may be deemed, the efforts 
to obtain it occaſion ſome of the ſevereſt misfortunes of 
mankind. We experienced no perſonal injuries or direct 
inſults ; but a ſuſpicion and gloom pervaded all ſociety, 
and the indications of approaching ſtorms impreſſed our 
minds with apprehenſion and uneaſineſs. We were 
therefore inclined to apoſtrophiſe our native country on 
touching her happy ſhores—to charge Britain to guard 

thoſe 


HINTS OF OCCURRENCES. 159 


— —— — ——— — —— 


thoſe bleſſings, which are ſought on the Continent at 
every hazard; to correct her errors; and to ſtem thoſe 
currents of corruption which may ſwell into torrents, and 
burſt all the boundaries of that ſyſtem of government 
which has hitherto rendered her ſo powerful and ſo 
happv. 


THE END. 
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